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THE 


PREFACE. 

I  Make  no  apology  foi  prefuming 
to  offer  to  the  Public  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Cafes  of  the  Hydrophobia  j 
a  difeafe  rapid  in  its  progrefs,  and 
of  the  moil  fatal  tendency. 

The  Reader  who  expedts  to  find 
in  the  following  pages  a  never-fail- 
ing  N oft  rum  recommended,  or  e- 
ven  a  fuccefsful  method  of  treating 
that  diforder,  will  be  difappointed. 
The  Author  s  intention  is,  to  give 
a  fuccindt  account  of  the  Hydro¬ 
phobia^  with  its  concomitant  Symp¬ 
toms,  in  the  order  they  occurred  ; 
and  to  report  the  appearances  after 
death,  of  the  parts  more  immedi- 
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ately  concerned  in  the  living  fub- 
je£t.  This  he  is  enabled,  in  the 
prefent  edition,  to  do  with  more 
precilion,  from  the  occurrence  of  a 
Third  Cafe,  lince  the  publication 
of  the  two  former.  He  trufts  the 
little  reliance  which  can  be  had, 
upon  the  moll  celebrated  medicines 
yet  known,  will  appear  in  a  ftrong- 
er  light,  from  his  having,  in  the  laft 
Cafe,  employed  a  greater  variety  of 
them.  But,  he  is  forry  to  add,  with 
no  more  advantage  than  in  either 
of  the  former  ones. 


The  prevalence  of  Empirical  A- 
gency  in  the  Hydrophobia,  but 
more  efpecially  in  the  Prophyladtick 
part,  is  a  difgrace  to  Science,  and, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  fpeedily  be 
fupplanted,  by  the  diligent  enquiry 
of  Phylicians  into  this  curious  dif- 
eafe  ;  for,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  but 
little  is  to  be  found  in  the  immenfe 
quantity  of  medical  volumes  now 

extant, 
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extant,  on  which  much  dependancc 
can  be  had. 


To  have  given  the  Public  fome 
examples  of  the  Hydrophobia  yield¬ 
ing  to  Medicine,  wonld  have  been 
a  much  more  plealing  talk  to  the 
Author,  than  that  of  recording  the 
inutility  of  it,  in  a  diforder  to  which 
mankind  is  hourly  expofed,  from 
the  increafed  number  of  domeftie 
animals :  But  the  Reader  who  will 
be  contented  with  nothing  lefs  than 
a  profperous  termination  of  dif- 
eafe,  will  do  right  in  fparing  him- 
felf  the  trouble  of  peruling  the  fub- 
fequent  pages,  and  in  returning  to 
thofe  examples  which  have  been  gi¬ 
ven  as  inftances  of  the  Hydrophobia 
being  cured,  and  of  which  we  have 
quite  enough  at  prefent. 

I  profefs  to  relate  with  candour 
what  I  faw,  (and  in  fo  doing  to  re¬ 
move  much  error  with  which  the 

fubjed 
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fubjeft  is  obfcured)  and  to  fhew  the 
Public,  at  leaft,  what  will  not  cure 
this  dreadful  diforder.  It  is  pofli- 
ble  the  Pathologijl  may  thank  me 
for  my  trouble,  and  that  the  Phy- 
ftcian  will  not  be  quite  fo  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  cures  he  has  read  of 
before  the  prefent  publication. — 
Under  thefe  fentiments,  and  with 
great  deference,  I  fubmit  it  to  the 
world. 

Annexed  to  the  prefent  Edition 
will  be  found,  RefleStions  on  the 
Operation  of  Cutting  the  Symphyfts 
of  the  Offa  Pubis,  by  Dr  Hunter. 
To  the  character  which  that  Gentle¬ 
man  has  fo  juftly  acquired,  I  can¬ 
not  propofe  to  add,  by  any  thing  I 
can  fay  of  it  j  but  let  me,  as  the 
Member  of  a  Large  Community, 
which  has  received  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantages  from  his  labours,  here  ex- 
prefs  my  warm  acknowledgments, 
whilft  I  may  congratulate  not  only 

the 
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the  prefent  age,  but  pofterity,  up¬ 
on  that  plentiful  fource  of  informa¬ 
tion  his  magnificent  Mufeum  muff 
afford  j  in  which  will  be  found, 
every  thing  that  can  inftruft  the 

man  of  Science,  or  gratify  curio¬ 
sity. 
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P.  26.  line  3d,  for  ouncas  read  ounces . 

P.  31.  line  15  th,  for  fumanter  read  fumautur. 
Ditto,  lad  line,  for  Ammonicum  read  Ammo?iiacum . 
P.  42.  in  the  note,  for  late e  read  later* 

P.  90.  line  13th,  for  dfferient  read  different , 
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CASE  the  Firft. 

Paucae  enim  difTe&iones  in  tanto  numero  funt,  qua§ 
hiftoria  praecedat  fatis  accurata*  non  aetatis  folum 
et  conftitutionis  illius  hominis,  fed  &  modi  &  tem- 
poris,  turn  quo  virus,  &  unde  contractual  fiierit, 
turn  quo  perftiterit  &  quam  fymtomatum  omnium, 
quo  die  ingruentium,  majore  minorive  afliduitate 
&  faevitia,  turn  deinde  omnium,  quoad  fieri  poteft^ 
quae  in  univerfis  et  fingulis  cadaveris  ejufdem  homi- 
nis  partibus,  praeter  naturam  reperta  funt. 

Morgagni  de  caufis  &  fedibus  morborum  per 
anatomen  indagatis,  lib,  i  mo  Epift  8  vo 
Art,  32. 


THOMAS  NOURSE,  a  ftrong  lufty 
lad  of  the  age  of  14,  was  admit¬ 
ted  an  In-patient  of  the  Leicefter- 
Infirmary  on  Tuefday  the  16th  of  Novem- 
ber  1773,  having  that  day-month  been 
bit  by  a  mad  fox-hound.  The  wound 
was  a  large  lacerated  qne  on  the  left  cheeky 
and  bled  very  freely  upon  the  bite  being 

A  2  inflided* 


i.  Case  the  First. 

inflifted.— -The  day  after  he  was  bit  he 
went  to  the  fea,  where  he  was  dipped  with 
2U  the  feverity  niua!ly  pradtiied  under  io 
difagreeable  an  operation.  A  celebrated 
remedy  was  alfo  admmiltered,  known  by 
the  title  of  the  QrtnJkttk-^Icdictnc  of 
whofe  infallibility  we  have  heard  much ». 

_ _ common  adhelive  plaiftei  was  appli" 

ed  to  the  part,  after  lea-bathing  5  and  in 
the  courfe  of  a  month,  without  any  further 
trouble,  the  wound  was  healed  ;  except¬ 
ing  a  fmali  portion  fomewhat  more  than 
an  inch  in  length,  and  in  breadth  about 
one  tenth.  This  yielded  no  difcharge, 
and  was  quite  in  a  cicatrizing  ftate. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  his  application 

for  admiffion  into  the  Infirmary,  he  began 

to  complain  of  a  tightnels  over  his  temples, 

and  a  pain  in  his  head.  His  appetite  iikt- 

wife  failed  him  for  the  firft  time  fince  the 

accident,  and  altho’  he  flept  tolerably  well 

the  preceding  night,  he  did  not  feel  him- 

felt  refrelhed  as  ufual  by  it.  On  Monday 

the  tightnefs  was  increafed,  as  alio  the 

head-ach ;  his  diflike  to  food  was  greater  j 

and 

*  This  medicine  was  bought  of  the  perfon  m  Leiceto 
who  is  deputed  by  the  proprietor  to  vend  it  foi  him. 
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and  he  now  became  apprehenfive  that  lie 
could  not  fwallow.  He  paffed  this  night 
not  only  without  fleep,  but  was  reftlefs 
and  uneafy  ;  he  was  likewife  very  much 
annoyed  by  a  boiling  heat  in  his  ftomach, 

which  was  continually  afcending  to  the 
fauces. 

On  Twefday  morning  he  was  bled,  after 
which  he  fw  alio  wed  under  great  difguft 
and  perplexity,  another  dofe  of  the  Orm-* 
fkirk  Medicine.  The  morning  was  cold, 
and  he  complained  every  now  and  then  of 
the  air  fuffocating  him  he  was  there¬ 
fore  very  intent  upon  mitigating  its  cold- 
nefs,  e’re  it  was  applied  to  the  fauces,  by  • 
holding  a  handkerchief  conftantly  to  his 
mouth ;  but  a  much  greater  inconvenience 
arofe  at  the  fight  of  a  puddle  of  water, 
which  frequently  occurred  in  the  ftreets, 
through  which  he  paffed  in  going  to  the 
Infirmary,  and  which  neyer  failed  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  dreadful  agony,. 

The  boy  was  perfectly  fenfible.  His 
pulfe  foft,  but  unequal  3  and  without  that 
firmnefs  I  fhould  have  expected  to  have 
found  in  health  $  his  refpiration  was  free 

and 

#  Infueta  Aeris  Querela. 

Cselius  Aurelianusde  Hydrophobia.  Cap.  3* 


6  Case  the  First, 

and  equal.  There  was  no  preternatural 
heat  upon  his  fkin  ;  nor  did  he  complain 
of  thirft.  The  fingular  appearance  of  his 
eyes  was  very  ftriking,  and  is,  1  believe, 
peculiar  to  people  labouring  under  the  Hy¬ 
drophobia.  There  was  a  fiercenefs  dis¬ 
played,  with  a  mixture  of  timidity,  that  l 
defpair  of  impreffiog  the  reader  properly 
with  ;  and  which  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
I  cannot  recoiled,  without  feeling  feme 
uneafinefs.  The  colour  of  the  eye  was  alfo 
changed  ;  for  the  iris  had  affumed  an  o- 
range  hue,  and  the  pupil  was  very  much 
dilated.  The  blood  drawn,  was  firm  in 
its  texture,  of  a  florid  colour,  and  with  a 
due  proportion  of  ferum,  fo  that  it  could 
not  be  diftinguifhed  from  blood  taken  froni 
a  perfon  in  the  mo fi:  perfect  health. 

Upon  my  afking  him  whether  he  felt 
pain  any  where  ?  or  whether  he  had  any 
propenfity  to  bite  ?  or  if  he  found  his  head 
confufed,  or  his  fpirits  hurried  ?  he  repli-s 
ed  negatively,  in  a  very  plaintive  tone. 

I  now  placed  before  him  unawares,  a 
bafon  of  water,  from  which  he  inftantly 
turned  away  with  the  utmoft  horror  ; 
ftriking  violently  at  the  fame  time  the 

fcrobiculus 
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Jcroblculus  cordis ,  and  making  a  hideous 
moaning,  whillt  the  rifus  fardomus  feized 
the  mufcles  of  the  jaws  and  face. 

In  this  fituation  he  was  ordered  to  go 
to  bed ;  having  firft  fwallowed  a  icruple 
of  Mujky  with  two  grains  of  Extr .  Tbe- 
bale .  made  into  a  foft  bolus. 

It  was  curious  to  obferve,  what  pains  he 
took  to  fwallow  the  medicine,  and  what 
perfeverance  he  fhewed  in  getting  it  into 
the  cefophagus.  He  fixed  his  eyes  fted- 
faftly  upon  it  for  fome  little  time,  and  hav¬ 
ing  applied  it  to  his  mouth,  he  crammed 
it  as  far  back  into  the  fauces  as  he  could 
reach,  which  feemed  to  be  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  gullet ;  after  which  deglutition 
was  performed  with  little  or  no  difficulty  ; 
but  he  rejoiced  much  when  he  had  accom¬ 
pli  fhed  his  purpofe.— -T his  lack  of  diffi¬ 
culty  in  fwallowing,  when  the  fubftance  was 
conveyed  into  the  cefophagus,  I  defined 
fome  of  the  faculty  who  were  prefen t  to 
remark  ;  as  it  contradicted  an  opinion  uni- 
yerfally  received,  refpefting  the  diforder* 

Upon  endeavouring  to  lie  on  his  back 
in  bed,  he  immediately  felt  the  fame  fen- 
fation  as  when  cold  air  blew  upon  him  : 

The 
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upon  which  he  flarted  up,  endeavouring 
tp  recover  an  eredt  pofture  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  with  the  body  bent  a  little  forward^ 
- — and  under  this  pofition  his  uneafy  feel¬ 
ings  fpeedily  vanifhed. 

The  propriety  of  avoiding  every  thing 
that  might  renew  thefe  painful  fymptoms, 
was  obvious.-The  attendants  therefore  had 
it  ftriftly  in  charge,  to  be  particularly  dili¬ 
gent  in  adminiftering  to  his  wants  ;  and  to 
give  him  every  affiftance  that  might  con¬ 
tribute  to  alleviate  his  bufferings ;  to  which 
the  conftrudlion  of  his  bed  was  no  mean 
auxiliary  as  will  appear  from  confulting 
Mr.  White's  treatife  on  the  puerperal 
fever,  where  a  drawing  of  it  is  to  be  met 
with. 

The  difeafe  was  in  itfelf  novel  to  me  $ 
was  fo  important,  and  in  its  progrefs  fo 
rapid,  as  not  to  admit  of  my  being  fatisfied 
with  trolling  him  to  the  adtion  of  Mujk 
and  Opium  entirely. --How  much  had  been 
faid  of  the  efficacy  of  Mercury  did  not 
efcape  my  memory.  Nor  did  the  fo  much 
famed  Tonquin  Medicine ,  fail  to  reprefent 
itfelf  to  my  recollection  on  this  occafion* 
A  compofition  then  of  fifteen  grains  of 

x  O 
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Mujk,  one  of  Turbith  Mineral ,  and  five  % , 
grains  of  the  cfheban  RxtraSl,  made  into 
a  foft  bolus,  was  diredted  to  be  taken 
Once  in  three  hours  ;  an  ounce  of  the 
ftronger  Mercurial  Ointment,  was  to  be 
rubbed  on  the  cervical  vertebra,  and  {boul¬ 
ders  ;  and  the  following  embrocation  was 
directed  to  be  applied  to  the  throat,  renew¬ 
ing  it  as  often  as  the  part  grew  dry* 

R.  5 TinB.  ^Thebaic*  uncias  duas 

Acet «  Satumin •  jemunciam .  m. 

On  touching  the  external  fauces  with 
this  embrocation,  he  was  immediatlely 
thrown  into  convulfions.  A  repetition  was 
therefore  prohibited ;  and  altho*  a  cloth  wet 
with  it,  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  ufed, 
(the  boy’s  eyes  being  firft  covered  with  a 
napkin)  yet  the  fame  efFedt  was  produced* 
The  following  plaifter  was  therefore  fub- 

ftituted 

#  This  quantity  of  opium,  confidering  the  frequency  of 
die  repetition,  will  no  doubt  appear  large  ;  but  I  was  too 
converfant  with  the  advantages  refulting  from  fuch  dofes» 
repeated  in  fpafmodick  difeafes,  and  faw  but  too  manifeftly 
the  hafty  advances  of  fo  terrible  a  malady,  to  demur  in  or¬ 
dering  the  above  quantity  ;  which  the  reader  will  prefently 
fee,  was  not  only  quite  a  fafe  dofe,  but  failed  to  produce 
thofe  lafting  fedative  effect?,,  which  might  reafenaJbly  hav® 
l&eeo  expected  frpmyt. 
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ftituted  in  its  place  »  and  this  he  bore 
without  complaint. 

R„  Extr.  Thebaic,  femuntiam. 

Gamphor .  £//.  wfc  pufo .  redatf. 

drachmas  tres . 

ConfeSl .  Damocr .  drachmas  fex  M.  f  em~ 
plajlrumfaucibus  externis  applicandum .  * 

Having  now  occafion  to  ufe  the  cham¬ 
ber-pot,  he  fuddenly  got  out  of  bed  and 
made  about  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  lemon 
coloured  urine  with  eafe.  This  he  could 
look  at,  in  a  black  earthern  veffel,  without 
any  emotion  *  but  upon  its  being  fhewn  to 
him  in  a  glafs,  his  convulfions  were  in- 
flantly  excited. 

About  two  o’clock,  be  repeated  his  me- 
dicine  again  with  lefs  heiitation,  and  with 
much  lefs  difficulty  than  the  former.  He 
could  now  view  the  meadows  at  fome 
diftanee,  which  were  covered  with  water, 

without 

*  If  the  readier  is  difappointed  at  not  finding  the  warn* 
Bath  amongil  the  above  remedies,  J  can  tell  him,  this  was 
not  forgot;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  kept  conftantly  in  rea- 
dinefs  ;  but  the  fight  or  touch  of  all  fluids  encreafed  or  re¬ 
newed  his  fymptoms  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  on  this  mo¬ 
tive  it  was  refrained  from  i  and  under  iome  expectation  of 
gaining  by  other  means,  fucli  an  alleviation  of  his  fymptoms, 
as  might  allow  of  his  going  into  the  Bath  without  that  dread¬ 
ful  perturbations  which  I  was  anxious  to  prevent. 
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without  thofe  miferable  feelings  he  had 
hitherto  been  tormented  with.  He  was 
more  comfortable  to  himfelf,  and  with 
tolerable  eafe  got  down  fome  half  dozen 
mouthfuls  of  bread  and  butter.  After  this 
he  made  a  new  attempt  to  fw  allow  water ; 
firft  looking  at  it,  and  without  thofe  pain¬ 
ful  agitations  recurring  with  fo  much  vi¬ 
olence  as  before.  Having  thrown  a  portion 
of  this  haftily  into  his  mouth,  he  fqueezed 
his  lips  together  with  his  fingers  ;  and  by 
a  determined  effort  gained  his  point.  But 
this  coft  him  fo  much  trouble  and  pain,  as 
to  prevent  his  engaging  in  a  fecond  attempt 
at  that  time. 

The  boiling  heat  in  his  ftomach,  which 
had  occaiioned  fo  much  uneafinefs  in  the 
morning,  he  now  fcarcely  felt.  This  he 
laid,  had  fenfibly  declined  lince  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  ointment,  to  which  he  afcri- 
bed  a  mitigation  of  all  bis  fufferings. 

At  this  period  of  his  diforder  it  was  dis¬ 
covered,  that  his  urine  had  been  forcibly 
expelled,  as  often  as  his  lpafms  returned  ; 
and  that  the  penis  was  always  then  in  a 
flate  of  erection.  * 

B  difficulty 

*  Veretri  frequens  tenfio  cum  feminis  involuntariojaQu. 
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A  farther  repetition  of  his  medicine  wai 
made  at  five  o'clock,  and  this  with  as  little 
difficulty  as  the  laft.  Matters  therefore 
wearing  a  lefs  terrible  afpeft,  I  could  not 
help  flattering  myfelf  with  hopes,  that 
this  dreadful  diforder  would  at  length  be 
conquered  by  the  combined  powers  of 
Muffc,  Opium,  and  Mercury.  My  ex¬ 
pectation  was  but  of  fhort  continuance  ; 
for  within  two  hours  he  became  more 
reftlefs  and  fearful,  frequently  calling  out 
for  fomething  to  drink,  and  talking  much 
and  loud  ;  however  he  became  calm,  upon 
being  reproved  mildly.  Small-beer  was 
his  favourite  liquor  :  he  was  therefore  in¬ 
dulged  with  fome  pieces  of  bread  foaked  in 
this  fluid  ;  but  thefe  he  could  not  fwallow 
with  the  fame  facility  as  before.  Beer  was 
his  conftant  theme.  Being  defirous  there¬ 
fore  of  gratifying  him  in  this  regard,  as 
well  as  of  trying  whether  a  concealment 
of  the  liquor  would  not  obviate  many  of 
the  difficulties  which  had  always  accom¬ 
panied  his  attempt  to  drink  j  fome  fmall- 
beer  was  put  into  a  phial  covered  with 

flannel ; 

Cal.  Aurel.  de  Hydrophobe  Cap .  AX  —  —This  was  a  fymp- 
tom,  and  a  very  troublefome  one,  in  Dr.  Fothergill’s 
patient. 
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iiannel ;  *  and  a  tube  was  prepared,  thro* 
which  he  was  to  fuck  it.  The  effect  was 
the  fame  as  when  given  to  him  without 
difguife.  The  moment  it  touched  the 
fauces,  tnat  inftant  were  his  fpafms  renewed 
with  all  the  violence  he  had  ever  experi¬ 
enced. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  his 
medicine  was  again  repeated  $  but  with 
more  reluftance  and  trouble  than  upon 
either  of,  the  two  former  occafions.  At 
nine  o  clock,  all  his  fymptoms  were  ma- 
nifeftly  encreafed.  His  countenance  was 
fiercer  :  he  was  conftantly  /pitting  out 
large  flakes  of  frothy  faliva  •  he  became 
more  ungovernable  ;  frequently  getting 
out  of  bed  ;  was  inceflantly  calling  for 
drink ;  yet  fliewed  no  difpofition  to  bite* 
or  affault  any  body.  A  new  fymptom  had 
alfo  now  made  its  appearance,  which  in 
other  difeafes  is  found  to  be  of  the  mo  ft 
dangerous  import  :  I  mean  a  perpetual 
plucking  of  the  blankets  and  bed-cloaths. 

B  2  An 

*  Dandus  interia  potus  in  fictili  vafculo,  fubtili  caverno 
perforate),  tanquam  funt  papillae  uberum  ;  et  dandus  aegro- 
tantibus,  praefedto  obltaculo  pculpruiR#  C&lius  Aurtlian  : 
deHydropkob\  Cap;  1 6, 
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An  increafe  of  difficulty  attended  the 
exhibition  of  five  grains  of  opium,  with¬ 
out  Mufk  or  the  Turbith  Miner  ah  Ano¬ 
ther  ounce  ot  the  Mercurial  Ointment 
was  rubbed  upon  the  fhoulders,  *  and 
half  an  ounce  of  TinCt,  Theb.  mixed 
with  fix  ounces  of  mutton  broth,  was  in¬ 
jected  into  the  inteftines;  but  neither  thefe 
means  feperately,  nor  in  conjunction,  were 
fufficient  to  check  the  further  progrefs  of 
his  difeafe. 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  general  pertur¬ 
bation  was  become  exceffive.  He  began 
to  ramble  :  but  this  was  flopped  for  a 
time,  by  talking  to  him,  and  by  engaging 
his  attention.  He  had  frequently  regurgi¬ 
tations  from  the  flomach ;  but  no  vomiting. 
The  faliva  became  more  vifcid,  and  ad- 

a 

hering  tenacioufly  to  the  fauces,  occafioned 
(but  in  a  high  ter  degree)  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  that  an  attempt  to  fwallow  any  liquid 

excited. 

*  I  was  willing  to  hope,  that  by  thus  haftily  introducing 
a,,  large  quantity  of  Mercury  into  the  fyftem,  aptyalifm  would 
be  procured  ;  and  that  a  change  in  the  hate  of  the  fauces  fo 
induced,  would  deftroy  that  morbid  fenfibility  of  thefe  parts 
to  which  fo  much  of  his  difeafe  might  be  attributed  ;  whillt 
from  its  general  aftion  upon  the  frame,  fome  falutary  effe&s 
would  be  obtained.  I  was  in  both  refpe&s  difappointed. 
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excited.  He  had  aifo  all  his  complaints 
aggravated,  by  the  improper  conduct  of  his 
attendants  ;  who  prompted  by  their  fears, 
had  almoft  perfuaded  themfelves,  that  the 
opinion  univerfally  received  by  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  of  fmothering  fuch  uaior- 
tunate  objedts,  was  not  only  juftifiable  but 
expedient  :  *  for  1  found  them  confining 
the  poor  creature  under  the  bed-clothes  ; 
by  the  united  force  of  half  a  dozen  ftrong 
affiftants  ;  whofe  countenances  befpoke  the 
the  terrible  apprehenfion  they  were  under. 
He  was  inftantly  fet  at  liberty,  when  it 
was  difeovered  that  his  arm  had  bled  again  : 
his  face  was  flullied  :  he  panted  quick, 
and  was  in  a  profufe  fweat. 

Being  fenfible  of  the  ill  treatment  he  had 
received,  he  became  fufpicious  of  his  at¬ 
tendants, 

Tulpius,  who  was  aware  of  this  opinion  prevailing  in. 
Holland,  has  the  following  paflage  in  fpeakingofa  patient, 
under  the  Hydrophobia,  Adeo  ut  opus  non  fuerit^  nec  buic 
nec  aliis  eegris  {quos  equidem  vidi  fatis  frequenies )  mortem 
maturare ,  Jive  per  Stragulam  Jive  per  Culcifram  ori  (uti 
loquitur  vulgur )  impojit am,  quippe  pereunt  per  fe  fatis  celeri- 
ter  :  ut  pote  raro  fuperjles ,  cum  aquee  for  mi  dine  in  diem  vel 
tertiam ,  vel  quartam  ;  quibus  addo ,  quod  neminem  badienus , 
vel  audiverim  latrare,  vel  vi  derim  mordere ,  necdum  cuiquam 

detrimento  fuiffe  rabidorum  Jputa .  Tulpii  Obferv  ,*  Lib  i 
smo.  Cap  ;  XX. 
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iendants,  and  lefs  attentive  to  my  inftruc- 
tions.  Stern  reprehenfion  of  thofe  who 
had  thus  behaved,  and  mild  perfuafion 
employed  with  him  ;  foon  produced  tran¬ 
quility  and  compliance  with  my  directions. 
I  had  however  fcarce  left  the  room  before 
a  loud  fcream  befpoke  fome  unexpected 
change.  Upon  turning  my  head  to  dif- 
cover  what  this  meant,  the  boy  was  at  my 
ihoulder ;  having  fuddenly  quitted  his  bed 
with  an  intention  to  follow  me.  To  this 
he  immediately  returned  at  my  requeft, 
without  having  fhewn  the  leaft  inclination 
to  bite,  or  betraying  any  thing  further 
than  an  ill  opinion  of  thofe  by  whom  he 
had  been  fo  improperly  treated. 

Seeing  of  how  little  avail  all  my  endea¬ 
vours  had  hitherto  proved,  I  was  determi¬ 
ned  to  try  if  a  larger  dofe  of  Opium  would 
not  throw  him  into  an  oppofite  Hate,  and 
make  him  exchange  his  inquietude  for 
flupor  :  for  unlefs  fome  flop  was  put  to 
the  increafe  of  his  difeafe,  evident  it  was, 
death  mud  inevitably  foon  follow.  A  lar¬ 
ger  quantity  of  Extr .  'Thebaic,  was  accord¬ 
ingly  given  to  him  with  fome  difficulty  : 
but  without  fucceeding  in  the  intention. 

From 
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From  this  time  until  a  little  before  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning  (his  ftrength  being 
much  impaired)  his  inquietude  was  fome- 
what  abated.  H'e  often  ftarted,  but  was 
lefs  difpofed  to  talk. 

He  complained  of  a  very  offenfive  fmell 
from  the  wound,  which  had  not  undergone 
any  change  lince  the  commencement  of  the 
Hydrophobia  :  nor  was  any-body  but  him— 
felf  fenlible  of  foetor  ifluing  from  it. 

About  two  o’clock  his  eyes  had  loft  their 
fierce  frightening  appearance,  and  were 
more  fixed.  He  had  fome  intervals  of 
reft }  but  loon  after,  his  hands  and  feet 
were  cold,  and  his  pulfe  intermitted  and 
became  irregular.  A  violent  convulfion 
fucceeded ;  and  this  was  followed  by  a 
copious  difcharge  of  frothy  faliva  from  the 
fauces  which  occafioned  a  fudden  ftran- 
gulation,  and  was  near  clofing  the  fcene 
but  by  the  induftry  of  his  attendants,  this 
was  removed  :  and  altho’  he  was  inlenfible 
to  any  ordinary  occurrence,  yet  by  his  be¬ 
haviour  he  teemed  to  acknowledge  their 
affiftance  in  this  regard  with  thankfulnefs. 
When  to  appearance  he  had  cealed  to 
breathe,  the  Spafmus  Cynicus  was  obferva- 

ble. 
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b!e,  with  an  odd  convulfive  motion  in  the 
mufcles  of  the  face  5  and  the  ft  range  con¬ 
trariety  which  took  place  in  the  aftion  of 
thefe  produced  the  moil  horrid  affemblage 
of  features  that  can  well  be  conceived. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  in.  the  laft  hours 
of  his  life,  he  cealed  to  call  for  drink, 
which  had  been  his  con  ft  ant  requeft  ;  but 
was  perpetually  afking  for  fomething  to  eat. 
In  this  manner  he  died,  giving  me  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  examining  thofe  parts  after 
death,  which  were  in  fuch  fufferance  whilft 
he  was  living. 

Upon  laying  bare  the  abdominal  mufcles, 
thefe  preferved  the  fame  colour  they  have 
in  the  healthieft  fubjecf  ;  not  being  altered 
in  the  lead  degree  either  by  the  difeafe,  or 
from  the  repeated  blows  he  had  given 
himfeif.  The  Hein  indeed  was  black  at  the 
Scrobiculus  Cordis,  and  there  was  a  flight 
raifure  upon  the  part,  which  had  fo  re¬ 
peatedly  and  forcibly  been  ftruck  ;  but 
this  extended  no  further  than  the  Cutis,— 
Ail  the  vifcera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  a 
perfect  found  ftate,  neither  difcoloured,  nor 
preternaturally  diftended  with  blood. 


The 
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The  ftomach  was  free  from  every  in¬ 
flammatory  appearance  ;  and  contained 
about  half  a  pint  of  a  femi  fluid,  confiding 
in  part  of  the  food  he  had  taken,  (little  or 
none  of  which  had  palled  the  lower  orifice 
of  the  ftomach)  and  in  part  of  the  medi¬ 
cine  he  had  been  ufing,  as  the  fmell  very 
fully  evinced. 

The  liver  was  entirely  dee  from  dif- 
cafe  :  its  fubftance  was  neither  diftended 
with  blood,  nor  the  Vefica  Fellea  with  bile  ; 
the  latter  was  about  half  full,  and  con¬ 
tained  alfo  a  portion  of  air. — -~-The 
inteftines,  both  (mail  and  greats  were 
empty ;  and  the  re  drum  without  fasces* 
The  contents  of  the  Thorax  yielded  no 
more  information,  than  thofe  of  the  lower 
belly,  being  quite  untainted  with  difeafe. 

Having  met  with  fo  little  Inftrudion. 
from  my  enquiry  hitherto,  I  was  willing 
to  exped  that  an  examination  of  thofe  parts, 
which  were  fo  much  affeded  under  the 
diforder,  in  the  life-time  of  the  patient, 
would  now  afford  feme  light  in  my  endea¬ 
vours  to  inveftigate  this  curious  difeafe* 
The  Diaphragm  was  therefore  firft  expofed : 
but  this  had  not  undergone  the  lead:  change 

,  '  C  nor 
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nor  deviation,  from  what  is  obferved  in 
the  moft  healthy  fubjedt.  The  Oefophagus 
was  next  examined  after  oeing  divided  its 
whole  length  ;  but  no  veftige  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  was  here  to  be  met  with  ;  nor  upon  the 
Velum  Pendulum  Palati ,  nor  did  the  whole 
circumference  of  the  internal  fauces ,  nor 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  larynx  and  pharynx , 
nor  the  glottis ,  betray  an  appearance  that 
could  in  any  degree  be  coniiderea,  as  bear¬ 
ing  a  morbid  afpedt. 

Here  my  enquiry  flopped,  as  I  could  not 
fuppofe  an  infpedtion  of  the  brain  was  likely 
to  give  any  more  information  than  I  had 
hitherto  acquired. 


CASE 
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CASE  the  Second. 

JN  the  year  1775,  a  fecond  Cafe  of  the 

Hydrophobia  occurred  to  me,  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  the 
following  narrative, 

A  young  Farmer,  aged  25  years,  of  a 
thin  habit,  and  uled  to  the  mod  laborious 
kind  of  employment  in  hufbandry,  was  bit 
in  the  month  of  September  by  a  mad-  dog  ; 
a  flight  wound  was  made  by  the  animal  in 
the  fore-finger  of  the  left-hand,  about  mid¬ 
day  on  Wednefday.  On  the  Tuefday  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  moon  being  at  the  full,  he 
went  to  the  fea,  and  was  dipped  as  much, 
and  for  as  long  a  time,  as  is  ufually  pradti- 
fed  at  thofe  places  :  drinking  afterwards 
upon  the  fpot,  fea-water  as  a  purge  ;  which 
operated  brifldy.  The  wound  at  firft  bled 
freely,  and  was  made  to  do  fo  more  than 
once  by  his  occupation  in  the  field  ;  which 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  was  gathering 
beans.  It  healed  whilft  at  the  falt-water, 
and  never  afterwards  gave  him  the  leafl: 
trouble. 
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On  Tuefday  the  fixth  of  June  following 
in  the  afternoon,  he  for  the  fir  ft  time  felt 
a  pain  in  that  hand  and  arm,  which  he  at¬ 
tributed  to  fome  flight  injury  the  limb  held 
fuftained  in  the  courfe  of  his  employment  i 
fuppoiiag  that  this-  had  brought  on  the 
rheumatifm,  a  difbrder  to  which  he  had 
been  heretofore  fubjedb.  On  this  motive 
he  was  induced  to  bathe  in  a  river  the  fame 
evening  j  which,  he  did  without  hefitation 
or  inconvenience.  On  the  Wednefday 
morning,  after  pafiing  a  fleeplefs  night,  he 
complained  of  being  flek,  but  went  to  his 
ordinary  engagement  in  the  field  ;  firft  eat¬ 
ing  fome  bread  and  butter,  and  drinking 
tea  without  reludbance  or  experiencing  any 
uneafinefs.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  he 
feveral  times  drank  draughts  of  different 
liquids  to  alky  his  thirft,  which  was  trou- 
blefome*  in  the  evening,  he  was  feized 
with  a  vomiting,  which  continued  the 
whole  night,  and  until  eleven  o’clock  ©n 
Thurfday  5  every  thing  coming  up  as  foon 
as  taken.  jrlis  vomiting  ceaieci  about  that 
time,  but  was  fucceeded  not  only  by  an 
averfion  to  liquids,  but  even  the  fight  of 
them  affedbed  hmi  much.  In  this  ftate  I 

found  him,  and  from  his  eyes  alone,  be¬ 
fore 
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fore  I  had  afked  any  queflions,  was  entirely 
fatisfied  of  the  prefence  of  the  Hydropho¬ 
bia.  He  complained  much  of  a  heat  af- 
cending  from  the  ftomach  to  the  fauces  : 
the  latter  were  alfo  loaded  with  a  vifcid 
frothy  phlegm,  which  he  was  perpetually 
fpitting  *  out  in  large  white  flakes  ;  and 
with  a  flxong  effort.  He  every  now  and 
then  flarted  fuddenly  from  the  chair  in 
which  he  laf,  (for  he  could  not  bear  a 
horizontal pofition)  complaining  at  the  fame 
time  of  being  almofl:  fuffocated  ;  and  of  his 
feeling  an  exquifite  pain  under  the  Gartilago 
Enjiformis,  to  w  hich  (in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  boy  did)  he  inflantly  with  force  ap¬ 
plied  his  hand,  as  often  as  his  fpafrns  re¬ 
turned.  He  was  extremely  delirous  of  cold 
air,  which  never  failed  to  renew  all  his 
painful  fymptoms  ;  as  did  a  wet  napkin 
applied  to  the  throat.  I  now  afked  him  to 
wafli  his  mouth,  with  cold  water,  in  order 

to 

*  I  was  forry  afterwards!  did  not  inoculate  a  dog  with  this 
faliva.  It  would  not  only  have  been  fatisfa&ory  to  have 
returned  the  poifon  from  the  human  frame  to  the  dog  ;  but  a 
failure  in  this  point  might  have  led  to  a  ufeful  fatt,  viz.  that 
thofe  who  are  engaged  in  offices  about  the  perfon  of  one  la¬ 
bouring  under  the  Hydrophobia,  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  faliva  5  a  contrary  apprehenfion  is  univerfally  entertained , 
notwithftanding  the  information  which  Tulpiushas  given  on 
this  head,,  and  which  the  reader  will  find  in  a  former  citation. 


24  Case  the  Second. 

to  remove  the  vifeid  phlegm  which  was  fd 
troublefome  to  him,  as  well  as  to  obferve 
what  effect  it  would  have.  To  this  with 
fome  reluctance  he  confented  :  but  the 
momenta  glafs  of  water  was  placed  before 
him,  his  fpafms  were  immediately  excited 
with  great  violence  ;  whilft  the  Rifus  Sar - 
dojtius  occupied  the  mufcles  of  the  face. 
A  further  attempt  was  made  with  his  eyes 
ihut,  but  the  fame  horrid  fymptoms  were 
produced.  Solids  had  not  quite  the  fame 
effect:  He  could  chew  bread  $  butfeemed 
very  attentive  in  keeping  it  from  touching 
the  back  part  of  the  fauces  $  and  whenever 
he  attempted  to  fwallow  it,  the  fame  fymp¬ 
toms  were  brought  on  that  enfued  from 
his  feeing  water  ;  (but  in  a  lefs  degree,) 
until  he  had  got  the  fubffance  into  the 
Oefophagus,  when  it  was  transmitted  to 
the  ftomach  without  difficulty.  Huma¬ 
nity  forbad  a  further  repetition  of  thefe 
trials.  His  countenance  befpoke  the  greateft 
diftrds  ;  his  eyes  expreffed  a  mixture  of 
fear  and  fiercenefs,  which  I  mentioned  be¬ 
fore  as  being  peculiar  to  the  Hydrophobia . 
The  pupil  was  as  much  dilated  as  in  the 
moft  compleat  Amaurojis  ;  but  the  colour 

of  the  iris  was  not  changed,  as  was  obfer- 

vabl« 
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vable  in  the  boy  whofe  cafe  I  have  before 
related.  The  fkin  was  cool;  the  pulfe 
iloW  and  feeble  :  he  was  frequently  troubled 
with  eradiations ;  but  thefe  afforded  him 
no  relief.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  making 
water,  which  he  had  palled  at  intervals, 
in  fmall  quantities.  His  refpiration  was 
free  and  equal,  excepting  when  thofe  in¬ 
terruptions  occurred  from  cold  air,  the 
fight  of  any  liquid,  or  from  the  fauces  be¬ 
ing  touched  with  the  latter.  His  intellects 
were  clear  ;  and  he  felt  no  pain  he  laid, 
but  that  under  the  Cartilage  Enfifotmis ; 
which  never  failed  to  aggravate  in  a  moffc 
acute  degree,  all  his  other  fufferings. 

He  was  confcious  to  himfelf  of  the  hafty 
increafe  of  all  his  fymptoms,  was  aware  of 
the  danger  of  his  Attrition,  and  feemed 
much  difappointed  at  my  not  bringing  with 
me,  a  medicine  that  might  prevent  a  re¬ 
turn  of  his  pain  ;  declaring  he  could  not 
live  unlefs  I  could  give  him  very  fpeedy 
relief. 

He  made  no  objection  to  going  into  the 
Warm  Bath ,  which  was  prepared  for  him 
immediately  ;  nor  to  a  purgative  Clyfter , 
which  was  to  be  injected  upon  his  coming 
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out  of  the  water.  A  ftool  having  been 
procured  by  thefe  means,,  a  fecond  was  to 
be  thrown  up  ;  coniiftmg  of  four  ouncas  of 
oil,  with  half  an  ounce  of  LinB.  1  hebaic* 
Four  drams  of  Ung,  CeeruL  port*  were  to  be 
rubbed  upon  the  fauces,  and  the  part  to  be 
covered  afterwards  with  tiie  Gataplajma  e 
Cymino  ;  to  which  was  added,  half  an 
ounce  of  the  P  be  ban*  extrabi . 

An  embrocation  was  directed  to  be  ap* 
plied  to  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  with 
continued  friction  ;  confiiting  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,- -half  an  ounce  or  dpt,  Sal . 
Ammon .  ten  drams  of  Olive  Oi!>  fix  drams 
of  Oil  oj  Amber ,  and  ten  drams  of  Lauda¬ 
num  :  ftrong  Mercurial  Ointment ,  to  the 
amount  of  two  ounces,  was  alio  to  be  rub¬ 
bed  by  the  hand  of  an  aiiiflant,  guarded 
with  a  bladder;  upon  the  Ihoulders  and 
back  ;  and  as  a  further  means  of  kindling 
a  Ptyali/m  fpeedily,  he  was  to  receive  the 
jrnoak of  Cinnabar  into  the  mouth,  by  throw¬ 
ing  a  drachm  of  that  fubftance  now  and 
then  upon  allot  iron. 

In  aid  to  thefe  external  means  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bolus  was  directed  to  be  prepared, 
and  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  : 

R 
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R.  Mofcb.  Opt .  gr.  quindecim 
Merc.  Emet.flav.  gr.  tna 
Extr.  Thebaic,  gr.  quatuor 
Syr.  Simp.  q.  s.  ut.ft.  bolus  mollis. 

It  was  with  concern  I  could  obferve  a 
manifeft  increafe  of  his  diforder  whilft  I 
lat  with  him*  and  tms  to  fo  great  a  degree 
as  to  preclude  any  expectation  of  his  fur- 
viving  many  hours. 

He  felt  himfelf  eafier  whilft  in  the  ’warm 
Bath  as  alfo  under  the  application  of  the 
Ointment ;  but  was  releafed  by  death  from 
his  ftate  of  mifery,  about  ten  o’clock  that 
night:  nor  in  this  cafe  did  the  wound  un- 
dergo  the  leaft  change  either  before  or  after 
the  appearance  of  the  Hydrophobia ;  but 
healed  without  any  difficulty  and  remained 
fo  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


D  CASE 


Of  the  Hydrophobia. 


23 


CASE  the  Third. 

t 

|N  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  of  Auguft  in 
^  the  prefen t  year  1778,  I  was  defired  to 
fee  a  boy  eight  years  old,  who  was  faid  to 
labour  under  the  Hydrophobia.  I  found  him 
furrounded  by  a  number  of  people,  whofe 
curiofity  had  led  them  to  become  fpedfcatois 
of  to  extraordinary  a  difeafe.  He  was  lil¬ 
ting  in.  a  chair  with  his  countenance  com¬ 
peted  ;  his  eyes,  which  were  naturally  of 
a  black  colour,  fixed  ;  but  without  that 
fierce  appearance  I  have  before  remarkea, 
as  being  peculiar  to  the  Hy  dr  op  ho  bus.  The 
account  which  he  and  his  friends  gave  me 
was  as  follows  :  That  about  a  month  fince 
he  had  been  bit  on  the  wrift  by  a  Cat,  in 
a  field  adjoining  to  the  town,  of  which 
the  marks  remained,  but  without  any  ulcei , 
or  even  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  inflam¬ 
mation  :  that  about  the  middle  of  the  day 
before  I  faw  him  he  began  to  complain  of 
pain  in  the  part  bitten,  which  afcended  up 

the  arm  and  affefted  the  temple  on  that 

fide  ; 
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fide;  foon  after  which  he  fwallowed  liquids 
with  reluctance  and  difficulty.  Upon  pro¬ 
ducing  a  cup  of  water  he  turned  from  it 
immediately  under  great  perturbation,  with 
a  painful  lobbing,  fimilar  to  that  which 
follows  a  gradual  immerfion  of  the  body  in 
cold  water.  Upon  my  attempting  to  apply 
a  wet  cloth  to  his  throat,  he  refilled  with 
all  his  ftrengtb,  and  by  his  exceffive  agita¬ 
tion  feemed  to  have  his  painful  feelings 
much  aggravated.  When  undifturbed  by 
any  of  the  above  offending  caufes*  his  re- 
fpiration  was  free  and  equal,  excepting 
that  he  fighed  very  often.  His  pulfe  was 
feeble,  irregular,  and  intermitting  :  there 
was  no  preternatural  heat  upon  his  fkin  : 
he  had  no  third:  :  his  intellects  were  clear; 
and  he  gave  to  ail  my  queftions  immediate 
pertinent  anfwers,  in  a  plaintive  tone  of 
voice,  which  feemed  to  befpeak  a  confei- 
oufnefs  of  his  fituation,  and  which  did  not 
fail  to  imprefs  every  one  prefen t  in  the 
fulled:  manner  with  pity  for  his  bufferings. 
Indeed  in  every  cafe  that  I  have  feen,  the 

o 

patient  conveyed  his  information  clearly 
and  earneftly  ;  and  whatever  he  wanted  to 
obtain;  whether  to  have  fame  difagreeable 
object  removed,  or  fame  requeft  granted. 
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it  was  implored  in  the  moft  piteous  manner. 
This  was  particularly  obfervahle  in  the  poor 
child  who  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  narrative* 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  diiorder. 

A  warm  Bath  was  immediately  prepared 
for  him,  the  fight  of  which  occafioned 
fome  commotion,  and  produced  marks  of 
difgufi;  and  fear  :  thefe  were  overcome  by 
perluafion,  and  he  was  placed  in  it.  The 
moment  he  touched  the  water  his  painful 
fobbing  and  difguft  to  it  were  increafed  ; 
thefe  fubfided  in  a  few  feconds,  and  he 
then  told  me  he  felt  eafier  ;  but  it  was  ob- 
fervable  that  thefe  fymptoms  were  renewed 
as  often  as  a  frefh  furface  was  touched  by 
the  water.  He  was  kept  in  the  Bath  near 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  during  which 
time  he  frequently  faid  that  he  felt  lefs  an¬ 
noyance  from  his  diforder.  Upon  quitting 
it  a  plailter  (of  which  Sacc.  Saturni  made 
the  bafis)  was  applied  to  the  throat,  and  I 
had  now  to  lament,  that  neither  from  the 
former  cafes  which  had  been  treated  by 
me,  nor  from  that  republifhed  by  Dr, 
FGthergill,  was  any  thing  to  be  collected, 
which  might  carry  even  a  probability  with 

it  of  fubduing  a  dileafe  moft  terrible  in  its 

firft 

’  \ 
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fir  ft  appearance,  in  its  progrefs,  and  in  its 
termination.  Not  however  to  follow  the 
fame  line  (powerful  as  it  was)  which  I 
had  before  purlued,  the  Metalline  Antifpaf- 
modtcs,  of  late  introduced  into  the  Materia 
Medica,  were  the  medicines  I  purpofed  to 
adopt  in  the  prefent  inftance  ;  but  not  with 
much  hope,  I  confefs,  of  (ubduing  this 
terrible  difeafe.  A  compnlition  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  kind  was  formed  : 

R.  I  lor.  Zina  granum  unum . 

Cupr .  Ammoniac .  femigranum • 

Mojcb .  Opt,  gran  a  decern . 

Syr.  Simp.  q.  s.  ut  fiant  pillule?  due z 
molles ;  Jumanter  bora  tertia  vel  quanta 
quaque . 

A  Liniment,  confifling  of  3  drams  of  the 
ftrongei  Mercurial  Ointment,  with  the 
fame  quantity  of  Oil  of  Amber,  was  to 
be  rubbed  upon  the  fhouiders  and  back  ; 
and  a  Clyfter,  made  of  five  ounces  of  frefh 
broth,  with  thirty  drops  of  Laudanum,  was 
to  be  injected  foon  after  his  going  to  bed, 
which  he  did  immediately  upon  his  quit¬ 
ting  the  Bath.  To  thefe  remedies  was 
added  a  Medical  Atmofphere,  made  by 
burning  Gum  Ammonicuro,  in  his  room, 

from 
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from  which  in  fome  fpafmodick  dileafes  1 
had  feen  a  good  effedh 

Between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  this  night 
he  took  fome  bits  of  bread  foaked  in  milk, 
but  with  difficulty  :  he  fighed  more,  and 
and  often  ftarted  up  in  bed. 

At  eleven  o’clock  his  pills  were  repeated; 
the  fight  of  which  at  firft  difturbed  him,  as 
did  every  thing  that  came  fuddenly  upon 
him  ;  but  having  crammed  them  as  far 
back  in  the  fauces  as  he  could  reach,  they 
were  {wallowed  with  little  or  no  difficulty* 

About  twelve  o’clock  he  became  more 
reftlefs;  his  face  was  fluffied  ;  he  frequently 
ftarted  ;  complained  he  could  not  lie  down, 
and  that  the  weight  of  the  bed-cioaths  was 
too  much  for  him.  He  likewife  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  hour  became  more  talk¬ 
ative,  and  I  could  manifeftly  fee  an  ap¬ 
proaching  delirium.  The  warm  Bath 
was  immmediately  provided,  after  which, 
a  Broth  Clyfter  with  a  dram  01  Tindt. 
Thebaic,  was  to  be  injedfed,  and  the 
Mercurial  Liniment  *  was  ordered  to  be 

repeated. 

/ 

*  The  Mercurial  Liniment  in  this  cafe  did  not  Ihew  the 
fame  fedative  quality  during  the  time  of  rubbing,  as  was 
fcbferved  in  a  former  cafe. 
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repeated.  He  continued  in  the  warm  bath 
near  two  hours,  feeling  himfelf  much 
more  comfortable  the  whole  time  ;  but 
the  fame  inconvenience  accrued  as  before 
whenever  a  frefti  furface  was  touched  by 
the  water.  Between  tv/o  and  three  o'clock 
in  the  ■  morning  his  reftleffnefs  was  Hill 
greater  ;  his  eyes  had  acquired  a  fierce  ap¬ 
pearance  i  he  often  fighed  deeply  ;  was 
continually  talking,— and  every  lymptom 
feemed  to  be  upon  the  increafe. 

Both  his  Clyfters  had  come  away  di¬ 
rectly,  the  latter  bringing  with  it  fome 
hardened  feces.  He  now  complained  of 
being  cold,  and  wanted  to  fit  by  the  fire  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  could  not  bear  the 
bed-cloaths  upon  him  :  in  this  ft  ate  his 
intellectual  faculties  feemed  quickened  by 
difeafe.  Each  dofeofhis  pills  were  di¬ 
rected  to  contain  two  grains  of  Cupr • 
Ammon .  the  fame  quantity  of  Theban  Ex¬ 
tract,  three  grains  of  Flor .  Zinci>  with  ten, 
grains  oi  A/a  Foetida ,  which  was  fubftitu- 
ted  for  the  Mufk  ;  whilft  a  folution  of 
that  foetid  Gum,  with  a  dram  of  TinCh 
Thebaic,  was  admlniftfered  as  a  Clyfter. 
The  above  pills,  tho*  repeated  every  four 

hours. 


/ 
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hours,  afforded  not  the  fmalleft  relief  j  nor 
did  they  fhew  the  lead:  adtion  upon  the 
frame. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  he  e*> 
preffed  a  ftrong  delire  of  going  into  the 
warm  Bath  again.  This  was  complied 
with,  a  temperate  one  of  Milk  *  and  Water 
being  fpeedily  prepared.  The  fight  of  it 
affedted  him  fomewhat,  but  he  entered  it 
without  heii  Nation  ;  and  altho’  the  heat 
(as  i  have  before  obferved)  was  temperate, 
yet  he  complained  much  of  its  being  too 
hot  5  frequently  ftarting  from  it  into  an  e- 
reel  pofture.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  was 
weary  of  it,  and  deiired  to  be  taken  out. 

He  had  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Hydrophobia,  as  had  the  other  patients 
whofe  cafes  I  have  related,  conftantly 
pointed  to  the  Scrobiculus  C&rdis ,  as  the 

principal 

The  alteration  of  the  Bath  to  Milk  and  Water,  was  made 
in  conformity  to  Dr.  Fothergili’s  propofal,  of  fupportingby 
food  the  Vis  Vi  tee ;  the  quantity  abforbed  by  the  whole  fur- 
face  of  the  body  in  a  given  time,  being  very  confiderable  ; 
Uydrcphobi  however  do  not  fink  for  want  of  food,  but  the 
effect  of  the  Canine  Poifon  upon  the  Brain  and  Nervous 
Syftem  is  fo  forcible,  that  nothing  at  prefent  known  feems 
fufficient  to  counteract  it.  All  thofe  I  have  feen,  have  taken 
food  quite  fufficient  to  fupport  the  fyftem  for  a  much  longer 
time  than  the  difeafe  requires  to  fiaiih  its  courfe. 
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principal  feat  of  his  mifery,  and  which  in 
this  poor  child  extended  from  thence  down 
the  Redi  Mufeles.  As  there  was  foine 
little  fullnefs  in  the  bowels,  a  purgative 
civile r  was  thought  proper  to  remove  this, 
which  anfwered  the  purpofe,  in  procuring 
a  moderate  ftool  with  fome  flatus. 

Seeing  of  how  little  avail  every  thing 
had  hitherto  proved,  and  being  clearly 
convinced  of  his  inevitable  fate,  I  was  at 
length  determined  to  put  in  force  the  re¬ 
medy  which  Helmont  fpeaks  of  in  terms 
fo  favourable,  but  let  me  add,  not  with 
much  expedition  that  this  would  prove 
more  fuccefsful  than  thofe  powerful  ones 
which  hitherto,  in  every  cafe,  had  been 
fo  fruitlefsly  employed.  A  large  tub  of 
cold  water,  well  fitu rated  with  common 
fait,  was  made  ready,  into  which  this  pa~ 
tient  was  fuddenly  plunged  over  head  and 
ears,  and  there  held  until  he  ceafed  to 

'  --v  \ 

flruggle.  He  was  then  taken  out,  and 
the  fame  operation  again  repeated,  until 
he  became  fo  quiet,  that  I  was  app  rehen - 
live  a  total  extindion  of  life  would  adual- 
ly  take  place.  He  was  then  wrapt  in  a 
blanket  and  put  to  bed,  where  he  remain- 

E  ed 
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cd  more  quiet  than  lie  had  been  any  part? 
of  the  proceeding  night,  and  fo  continued, 
for  near  two  hours  ;  not  that  he  could  at 
any  part  of  this  time  hear  the  fight  of  li¬ 
quids,  or  allow  them  to  approach  his 
mouth  with  lefs  horror  than  he  h&d  done 
fince  the  attack  of  his  difeafe.  He  now 
repeated  his  medicine  ;  but  his  exceffivc 
inquietude,  which  was  again  returned,  his 
increafing  delirium,  his  intermitting,  fee¬ 
ble,  irregular  pulfe,  all  thefe  fymptoms  in 
combination,  afforded  a  mo  ft  melancholy 
profpedt,  and  gave  me  but  little  hopes  of 
his  furviving  many  hours ;  nor  indeed  was 
it  a  circumftance  I  couid  wifh  for.  His 
eyes,  and  whole  countenance,  had  now  a 
keener  afpedt ;  but  it  was  obfervable  there 
was  no  increafe  of  difficulty  in  fwallowing, 
as  was  evident  from  his  taking  five  or  fix 
bits  of  bread  [baked  in  milk. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  *  he 
was  become  more  ungovernable,  refufing 
it  firft  to  take  his  medicine ;  but  neither 

at 

*  Jn  this  ftate  I  took  from  him,  on  the  blade  of  a  lancet, 
fome  faliva,  with  which  I  immediately  inoculated  a  dog,  by 
making  a  fmall  incifion  through  the  fkin  on  the  upper  part 
of  the  nofe. 
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at  this  period  of  his  difeafe,  nor  at  any  o- 
ther,  did  he  fhew  the  leaft  inclination  to 
bite  or  fpit,  or  to  hurt  in  any  manner  his 
attendants.  He  talked  incoherently  and 
conftantly,  walking  about  inceffantlyj  and 
this  he  had  done  for  the  laft  three  hours. 
Hispulfe  became  immeafurably  quick,  and 
all  his  fymptoms  were  vifibly  heightened. 

At  eight  o’clock  he  fwallowed  fome  pills 
made  of  Camphire  and  Nitre,  with  two 
grains  of  Opium. 

About  nine  o’clock  a  common  faucer- 
full  of  bread  foaked  in  milk  was  brought 
to  him,  which  he  eat,  and  without  more 
difficulty  than  he  had  all  along  experien¬ 
ced.  His  pulfe  was  lcarcely  dilcernable, 
and  tho’  he  complained  much  of  heat,  his 
fkin  was  cold  and  clammy.  At  one  o’clock 
his  eyes  feemed  enlarged,  and  had  a  livid 
circle  about  them :  the  upper  lip  was  co¬ 
vered  with  a  frothy  mucus  :  he  would  lie 
quiet  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  plunge 
fuddenly  with  his  feet  :  his  breathing  be¬ 
came  irregular  and  laborious  :  he  faultered 
in  his  fpeech  ;  and  before  two  o’clock  the 
horrid  cataftrophe  was  concluded. 

E  2 
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The  body  after  death  afforded  nothing 
uncommon  to  the  view.  There  was  no 
alteration  in  the  colour  of  the  fkin  at  the 
fcrobiculis  cordis,  or  in  that  which  covered 
the  Redti  Mufcles.  The  ftomach  and  in- 
teftines  had  quite  a  healthy  appearance ; 
the  latter  were  moderately  diftended  with 
flatus,  and  the  former  contained  near  five 
ounces  of  a  blackifh  coloured  fluid,  which 
fmelt  ftrongly  of  the  Camphire  he  had  ta¬ 
ken,  and  probably  owed  its  colour  to  the 
Flor.  Zinci,  &c.  There  was  no  remains  of 
the  bread  and  milk  mixed  with  this.  The 
Liver  and  Diaphragm  were  without  the 
leaft  difeafe  :  the  Veiica  Fellea  was  full  of 
bile  :  the  Lungs  afforded  the  fame  afpedt 
they  do  in  the  healthieft  fubjedt :  the  heart 
and  large  blood  veflels  furrounding  it,  were 
not  preternaturally  diftended  with  blood  : 
the  back  part  of  the  fauces,  and  indeed  the 
whole  internal  furface  was  without  the  leaft: 
mark  of  inflammation  ;  and  fo  was  the 
Oefophagus  upon  being  divided  its  whole 
length. 

The  brain  gave  no  further  information 
than  the  vifcera  of  the  cheft  and  lower 

belly. 
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belly.  If  any  thing,  the  veffels  feemed  ra¬ 
ther  fuller  of  blood  than  common,  but  it 
Ihould  be  remembered  the  fubjett  was  a 
healthy  young  one,  who  was  not  under 

difeafe  much  more  than  eight  and  forty 
hours. 


[  4°  ] 
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PRE  QJJ  ENT  mention  is  made  in 
the  writings  of  the  ancients  of  the 
Hydrophobia ;  *  and  the  learned  reader 
will  find  in  their  works*  a  long  catalogue 
of  remedies,  §  recommended  both  as  pro¬ 
phylactics  and  cures  for  it.  Thefe  how¬ 
ever  rather  ferve  to  (hew  the  ready  credulity 
of  their  authors,  than  to  furnifh  us  with 
proper  means  of  combating  the  dteadtu! 
confequences  which  follow  the  bite  of  a 
mad- dog,  when  the  human  body  is  imeCted 
with  its  poifon.  Medical  books  alio  con¬ 
tain  a  number  of  cafes,  which  have  been 

published 

*  C alius  Aur eli anus  has  given  a  good  defcription  of  the 
difeafe,  with  his  accuftomed  peculiarity  of  ihle. 

§  Many  of  thefe  are  enumerated  by  Boerhaave ,  in  his 

1 14th  Aphorifm. 
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publiihed  as  examples  of  the  Hydrophobia  : 
but  in  refped  to  many  of  thefe  it  may  be 
juftly  doubted,  whether  the  diforder  they 
are  meant  to  reprefent,  was  the  fame  with 
that  of  which  1  have  given  the  above  detail. 

They  are  many  of  them  fo  replete  with 
the  marvellous,  or  fo  deficient  in  point  of 
accuracy,  as  to  leave  the  reader  in  iufpenfe 
as  to  the  fad  for  which  he  confults  them  : 
but  in  this  remark,  1  do  not  mean  to  com¬ 
prehend  fome  recent  publications  in  the 
laft  volumes  of  the  Medical obfcrvations  and 
enquiries  j  particularly  one  by  the  ingenious 
Dr.  J.  Fotbergiil  *,  wherein  the  origin, 
progrefs,  and  termination  of  the  dileaie  is 
marked  with  great  precifion. 

It  appears  from  the  invaluable  work  of 
Morgagni,  in  which  we  fee  the  refult  of  a 
i0ng  and  laborious  life,  fpent  in  examining 
morbid  bodies,  and  in  reporting  their  ap¬ 
pearances  after  death,  that  it  never  hap¬ 
pened  to  that  accurate  anatomift,  to  meet 
with  a  fubjed  who  had  fallen  a  martyr  to 
the  Hydrophobia  §  ;  and  he  is  obliged  to 

his 

*  Medical  Obferuations  and  Enquiries,  vol.  iv. 

§  Atque  segre  fero,  nondum  licuiffe  mihi,  Hydrophobum,, 
nedum  plures,  ut  opus  fuiffct  Hydrophobos  perfecare,  vel 

qu©<i 
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his  correfpondent  for  a  communication  on 
this  head.  It  has  indeed  been  tne  lot  of 
but  few  phyficians,  who  have  paffed  even 
a  long  life  in  the  exercife  of  their  profeffi- 
on?  to  have  teen  this  lingular  malauy ;  and 
to  have  the  advantage  of  correding  any  er¬ 
roneous  opinion  they  might  have  enter¬ 
tained  of  it.  The  number  of  thofe  is  ftill 
fmaller,  who  having  been  witnefs  to  it,  had 
the  opportunity,  or  the  inclination,  or 
both,  of  examining  by  diffedion,  the  hate 
of  the  body  after  death® 

A  notion  has  prevailed,  that  there  was 
fome  danger  accompanied  an  attendance 
on  thofe  miferable  beings  labouring  under 
the  Hydrophobia  *  from  a  belief  they 
were  ftrongly  difpofed  to  offer  violence  to 

every  one  about  them.  This  perhaps  may 

have 

quod  ejus  rei  copia  non  fieret,  ve!  quod  fi  fieret,  turn  vero 
quafi  fato  quo'dam  graviffimis  occupationibus,  auc  vaietudine 
minus  commoda  deiUnerer.  Morgagni  Lib.  1  mo.  Epiit. 

8  vo.  Art.  E.  E.  . 

*  Sauvages  T 'raite  fur  la  rage  de  Cbien  (to  which  the  1  ca- 

demy  of  Toloufe  adjudged  their  prize)  I  have  not  feen  ;  but 
in  his  latee  work,  the  Ncfologia  Methodica ,  there  is  fome 
account  of  the  Hydrophobia,  in  whion  the  fame  ipint  of 
refinement  is •  vifible,  which  pervades  every  other  part  of  that 
learned  Frenchman’s  book.  Vid.  Nofologia  Methodica  ds 
Hydrophobia. 
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Iievc  field  its  lhare,  111  witholding  phyfici— 

ans  from  taking  that  near  and  fatisfaftory 

yiew  of  the  difeafe  they  would  otherwife 
have  done  *. 

_  Whether  to  this  fingle  caufe,  or  to  a  va¬ 
riation  -f-  in  die  fymptoms,  which  may 
poffibly  be  modified  in  fome  roeafure,  by 
the  different  habit  of  the  patient,  I  will  not 
determine  ;  but  it  is  certain,  the  diligent 
enquirer  will  too  often  find  his  induftry  re¬ 
warded  with  disappointment  and  diffatis- 
fa&ion,  upon  comparing  what  paffes  in 
the  living  body,  with  what  has  been  writ- 

^  ten 

A  clofe  and  repeated  attendance,  in  every  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  has  convinced  me,  that  there  is  no  foundation  for 
fuch  prejudice,  neither  of  the  patient’s  fhewing  the  lead  in¬ 
clination  to  hurt  any  body,  nor  the  lad  when  forcibly  plung¬ 
ed  into  cold  water  and  held  there.  Let  no  one,  therefore, 
from  an  apprehension  of  danger,  with-hold  that  affidance 
which  fo  dreadful  a  calamity  calls  for. 

f  That  this  a&ually  does  happen,  I  am  much  difpofed  £q 
believe.  In  the  two  drd  cafes  there  were  fome  fymptoms 
which  did  not  occur  in  the  latter,  fuch  as  the  veretri  fre - 
quenstenfioy  the  condant  fpitting  of  a  flaky  mucus,  &c.  and 
in  the  lad  indance  the  perterbation  towards  the  end  of  the 
difeafe  was  greater.  The  little  boy  walked  incedantly  for 
three  hours  under  violent  agitation  *  the  identi  ty  of  fymp¬ 
toms  neverthelefs  which  characterize  the  Hydrophobia,  are 
fo  fingular  and  invariable,  as  will  at  all  times  ferve  to  didin- 
guilh  it  from  every  other  difeafe. 


/ 


Observations  on 


44 

ten  on  the  fubjed.  He  will  frequently 
meet  with  a  tedious  enumeration  of  iymp— 
toms,  which  I  have  been  filent  upon,  all 
of  them  calculated  to  increafe  the  fear  of 
the  fpedators,  fuch  as  fpitting  at  the  by- 
ftanders,  barking,  biting,  See.  I  much 
doubt,  whether  thefe  circumftances  ever 
did  happen.  They  are  certainly  not  con- 
ilant  attendants ;  and  I  am  rather  difpofed 
to  believe,  that  fome  things  bearing  a  re¬ 
mote  refemblance  to  thefe  extraordinary 
appearances,  have  been  magnified,  by  the 
fears  of  the  fpedator,  into  fuch  terrifying 
enormities. 

The  humane  pathologiil  will  with  pain 
contemplate  the  adion  of  the  canine  poifon 
upon  the  human  frame;  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  dread  of  liquids  (as  it  is 
called)  to  the  final  termination  of  the 

difeafe. 

It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  reader’s  at¬ 
tention  that  in  the  two  firft  cafes,  the  dis¬ 
order  began  with  evident  figns  of  the  fto- 

raach’s  being  affeded  *.  in  the  boy,  a 

boiling 

+  It  appeared  upondiileQion,  that  the  contents  ofNourfe’s 
ftomach  were  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  of  what  he  had  taken 
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boiling  heat  in  that  organ  troubled  him 
much.  In  the  man,  a  vomiting  immedi¬ 
ately  preceded  the  complaint.  The  fto- 
mach  was  not  long  in  fufFerance  alone  : 
the  fauces  fpeedily  partook  of  the  malady, 
and  foon  after  the  Aguce  Favor  made  its 
appearance. 

It  is  very  generally  believed  that  a  con  - 
fiderable  difficulty  in  fwallowing  is  joined 
to  the  dread  of  water  i  and  that  the  Oefo- 
fbagus  with  the  m affiles  fubfervient  to  de¬ 
glutition  are  fpecially  concerned  in  this 
difeafe.  The  attentive  obferver  will  find 
the  matter  mifreprefented  :  the  principal 
foundation  of  the  evil  feems  to  reft  upon 
a  morbid  fenfibility  both  of  the  external  and 
internal fauces .  For  the  fight  of  a  liquid, 
or  the  application  of  any  fubftance  to  the 
internal  fauces,  but  more'  efpecially  of  a 
fluid,  inftantly  excites  the  mofl:  painful 
feelings.  Nay,  the  fame  fymptoms  are 
produced  by  touching  the  external fauces , 

F  2  with 

during  the  laft  24  hours  preceding  his  death.  T he  jfomach 
had  therefore  either  loft  that  contractile  power,  by  which  its 
contents  are  propelled  into  the  duodenum  ;  or  what  is  I  think 
more  probable,  there  was  a  ftri&ure  upon  the  lower  orifice  of 
that  organ  which  oppofcd  the  exit  of  its  contents* 
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with  a  fluid  or  by  the  contact  of  cold 
air  with  thefe  parts ;  and  nearly  in  as  great 
a  decree.  But  a  folid  or  a  fluid  fuhftance 

o 

being  conveyed  into  the  Oefophagus  ;  the 
tranfit  into  the  ftomach  is  accomplished 
with  little  or  no  impediment :  fo  that  in 
fa£t  the  difficulty  is  furmounted,  before 
the  patient  is  engaged  in  the  adion  of 
fwallowing. 

Nor  is  the  excruciating  pain  which  never 
fails  to  be  the  companion  of  every  attempt 
to  drink,  felt  in  the  fauces  and  throat  :  it 
is  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis ,  to  which  the 
fufferer  applies  his  hand  ;  whilft  a  kind  of 
fobbing  interrupted  refpiration  is  obferva- 
ble,  fomewhat  refembling  that  which  a 
gradual  immerflon  of  the  feet  in  very  cold 
water  occafions  ;  but  in  a  much  greater 
degree.  The  countenance  is  at  the  fame 
time  diftorted  with  the  rifus fardonius *  The 
mufcles  of  the  abdomen  are  forcibly  con- 

traded, 

*  The  increafed  fenfibility  is  not  confined  to  the  interna! 
and  external  fauces,  but  the  cutaneous  nerves,  upon  the  'whole 
furface  of  the  body,  alfo  have  it  in  a  highly  morbid  degree  ; 
for  in  the  lail  patient  his  interrupted  fobbing  refpiration  with 
pain  at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  was  renewed,  as  often  as  a 
frefh  part  was  touched  by  the  undulatory  motion  of  the  warm 
Water. 
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trailed,  and  a  fenfe  of  fuffocation  feems  to 
threaten  the  patient  with  immediate  death. 
From  the  prefence  of  the  nfus fardonius, 
from  the  fhort  interruptedmannerofbreath- 
ing;'  from  his  pointing  conftantly  to  the 
Jcrobiculus  cordis ,  and  from  the  exq'iifite 
torture  returning  with  fo  much  vehemence 
,  J  was  Ied  to  believe,  that  in  the  Hydrophobia 
a  new  fympathy  was  eftablifhed  between  the 
fauces  and  the  diaphragm  ;  that  the  latter 
was  drawn  into  a  mo  ft  fevere  fpafm  as  often, 
as  any  offending  caufe  operated  upon  the 
former:  and  that  the  abdominal  muf cies  were 
in  the  fame  manner  affedted  is  clearly  evin¬ 
ced,  by  the  contents  of  the  urinary  bladder 
being  at  the  fame  time  forcibly  expelled. 
Future  obfervation  will  confirm  or  refute 
this  opinion  :  in  the  interim  it  may  not  be 
amifs  in  thofe  to  whom  the  Hydrophobia 
may  occur,  to  diredf  their  endeavours  to¬ 
wards  diminishing  that  morbid  fenfbility 
above-mentioned  :  which  feems  to  give 
rife  to  fo  much  mifchief. 

Amongft  many  other  Angularities  to 
which  the  bite  of  a  mad -dog  gives  rife,  is 
the  adlion  of  the  poifon  upon  the  part  ta 
which  it  is  applied  ;  and  by  which  it  di- 

ftingui  flies 
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fiinguifhes  itfelf  from  every  other  animal 
or  vegetable  poifon  that  I  at  prefent  re-* 
collect.  For  neither  extraordinary  inflam¬ 
mation,  nor  any  other  circumftance  which 
marks  its  violence,  is  here  difcernible. 
JsFor  can  the  progrefs  it  makes  towards  an 
admiflion  into  the  fyftem  be  difcovered  by 
difeajed  lympbaticks ,  betwixt  the  wound  and 
the  next  conglobate  gland*,  or  what  is  more 
common  in  the  gland  itfelf.  Evident  to¬ 
kens  betray  the  action  of  other  poifons  on 
a  part  denuded  of  its  cuticular  covering* 
In  inoculating  with  the  virus  of  the  fmall- 
pox  ;  the  cuticle  being  firfl  feparated,  a 
fmall  particle  of  variolous  matter  is  placed 
in  contact  with  the  part  thus  deprived  of 
its  defence.  An  inflammation  is  raifed 
within  a  certain  time,  and  an  ulcer  follows, 
A  portion  of  matter  which  this  ulcer  fur— 
niilies  is  abforbed  ;  paffes  into  the  circula¬ 
ting  blood  ;  raifes  a  fever,  and  produces 
the  fame  difeafe  with  that  which  furnifhed 

the  virus. 

When  the  Venereal  Poifon  is  applied  to 

the  human  frame,  the  external  part  ex- 

pofed  to  its  a dlion  is  very  generally  firfl:  af~ 

feded,  and  afterwards  the  circulating  fluids, 

which 
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which  depofite  the  affimilating  Leven  up¬ 
on  particular  parts,  with  fymptoms  pecu¬ 
liar  to  that  difeafe. 

The  bite  of  the  Viper  alfo  occafions  pain 
and  inflammation ,  which  are  propagated  a- 
long  the  limb  that  has  been  wounded. 

When  a  wound,  however  flight,  is  made 
by  an  arrow,  or  any  other  weapon  armed 
with  the  Woorrara  or  Lamas ,  or  Lieu- 
nas  poifon,  the  firft  adtion  is  upon  the 
wounded  part  and  immediately  in  quick 
fucceflion,  its  deleterious  effedts  are  com¬ 
municated  to  the  common  fenfory,  and  to 
the  whole  frame  j  and  fpeedy  death  is  the 
confequence.  A  different  procefs  is  ob- 
fervable  when  the  Canine  poifon  fliews  its 
baneful  affedtso  The  wound  heals  of  it- 
felf,  or  under  the  moft  limpie  means  ^  and 
without  difficulty.  The  limb  on  which 
the  wound  was  inffidted  •f*,  is  fcarcely  more 

affedled 

#  See  Bankart’s  Hiflory  of  Guiana. 

f  It  rnufl  not  however  be  difguifed,  that  in  two  of  tli© 
cafes  I  have  related,  pain  in  the  limb  bitten  was  amongjj 
the  firft  fymptoms  which  preceded  the  Hydrophobia  ;  and  ia 
the  other,  where  the  cheek  was  wounded,  pain  and  tightnefs 
about  the  temples  accompanied  the  commencement  of  the 
diforder  :  but  in  neither  of  the  examples,  did  the  wounded 
part  or  fears  undergo  any  change. 
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afFe.dl.ed  than  any  other  part  of  the  body  $ 
and  when  the  Hydrophobia  appears,  as 
well  as  during  its  continuance,  even  to 
the  laft  moment  of  the  patient’s  life,  we 
have  feen  it  coniinne  unchanged  not- 
withftand'ing  what  has  been  laid  by  fome 
writers  on  this  fubjedl.  Nor  is  there  any 
evidence,  fo  far  as  the  obvious  qualities  of 
the  blood  may  be  trailed,  of  that  fluid  be¬ 
ing  altered,  or  aided  upon  by  it.  Nor  do 
the  Lympkaticks ,  nor  the  next  conglobate 
Glands ,  betwixt  the  part  wounded  and  the 
heart,  fhew  any  figns  of  difeafe. 

The  diilance  of  time  alfo  from  the  bite, 
to  the  appearance  of  the  Hydrophobia,  is 
different  and  ^  uncertain.  In  the  boy  whofe 
cafe  I  have  related,  it  was  a  month ;  in 
Dr  FothergilFs  patient  it  was  three 

months  ; 


*  Frequenter  noia<vi  caput  ejits  neerfus  partem  dextram ,  u— 
In  laefus  fnit  a  Cans ,  fuijfe  conamlfum ,  in  qua  a  Cicatrice  fa  - 
tis  irtfgni exjiitit  morfus  <vefligium  ;  adeo  autem  ab  cmni  do  ■ 
lore  liberum ,  ut  plane  if  ins  morfus  oblitus  effet ,  prius  quam  d 
dijquiftione  a  me  fada>  vunquid  aiiquid  tale  accidijfet ,  if  ins 
recordatione  animum  ejus  perfricaffem .  Ridley’s  Obferv. 

P.  ill. 

f  How  this  variation  of  time  in  the  appearance  of  the 
H;  ■'drophobia,  is  to  be  accounted  for,  I  know  not.  Poifons 
which  are  fuppofed  to  act  upon  the  circulating  fluids,  are' 
more  manifest  and  ipeedy  in  their  operation. 
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months ;  in  Dr  Dicklbn’s  it  was  four 
months  and  in  the  man  it  was  nine 
months. 

We  are  then,  I  believe,  to  feek  for  its 
adlion,  folely  in  the  Nervous  Syftem 

whole 

*  Vide  Med,  Qbfer'v .  and  Enquiries ,  vol.  III. 
f  The  adtion  of  the  Canine  poifon  feems  confined  to  this 
part  of  our  frame,  infomuch,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  the  qualities  of  the  blood  are  altered  by  it.  It  is  not 
my  intention  here,  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry  how  far  the 
properties  which  this  fluid  has  in  circulation  may  be  imparted 
to  the  feveral  fecretions  :  nor  to  fpeak  of  that  wonderful  fa¬ 
culty,  which  the  various  organs  in  the  human  body  deflin’d 
to  this  purpofe  poflefs.  The  power  which  the  living  body 
enjoys,  of  preparing  fuch  a  diverfity  of  fluids  from  the  fame 
common  mafs,  notwithflanding  all  the  improvements  which 
modern  phyfiology  can  boafl.  Hill  remains  a  my flery  that 
mail;  attract  our  admiration.  It  is  fuflicient  for  my  purpofe* 
that  the  faliva  of  the  Hydrophobus  has  been  fufpedled  to 
contain  a  highly  noxious  quality,  of  which  the  breath  of  the 
patient  is  fuppofed  to  partake.  It  is  poflible  this  opinion 
may  be  well  founded,  but  with  the  reader’s  permiflion  I  will 
mention  a  fadl  or  two  which  feem  to  militate  againfl:  it* 
whilfl  at  the  fame  time  I  freely  acknowledge  theinlufliciency 
of  a  Angle  experiment  to  afcertain  any  philofophical  truth, 
and  muchlefs  fo  where  the  intereft  of  the  community  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  decifion. 

I  never  was  of  opinion  that  the  Hydrophobia  was  a  difeafe 
fo  highly  contagious  as  to  be  propagated  by  the  breath  of 
the  patient,  and  therefore  have  at  all  times  without  appre« 
henflon  vifited  thofe  who  have  come  under  my  care.  The 
example  was  of  ufe  in  removing  fears  which  the  attendants 
had,  efpecially  in  the  flrA  inftance  of  the  difeafe,  which  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  :  It  is  the  duty,  of  humanity  to  deftroy  fuch  pre- 

G  judices 
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whofe  laws,  altho’  we  are  fomewhat  better 
acquainted  with  than  we  were  fifty  years 
ago,  yet  a  much  larger  lhare  of  knowledge 
is  requifite,  in  this  refpedt,  before  a  pro¬ 
bable  explanation  of  the  feveral  Pheno¬ 
mena  attendant  on  the  bite  of  the  mad— 
dog,  can  be  attempted*.  At  prefent  it 
may  fuffice  to  fay,  that  the  poifon  of  the 
dog,  or  other  mad  animal,  adts  upon  the 
nerves,  by  impairing  and  difturbing  their 
influence;  and  this  at  length  increafes  to 
fo  great  a  degree,  as  to  fpeedily  end  in  a 
total  extindtion  of  the  vital  principle. 

,  It  has  been  hitherto  a  matter  undeter¬ 
mined  I  think,  how  far  the  Hydrophobia 
was  to  be  confidered  as  an  inflammatory 

difeafe  j 

judices  as  Coon  as  may  be.  I  know  not  who  would  be  brought 
to  attend  the  difeafe,  were  this  opinion  of  its  contagious 
nature  to  be  admitted.  A  nurfe  who  was  conftantly  with  the 
child,  who  very  often  killed  it,  and  who  repeatedly  received 
its  breath  upon  her  face  and  mouth,  has  not  experienced  the 
leak  ill  effeft  from  it.  Two  months  are  now  elapfed,  fince  the 
dog  was  inoculated  with  l'aliva  taken  from  the  lall  patient  ; 
he  continues  at  this  time  quite  free  from  difeafe :  If  at  a 
future  period  any  evil  lliould  refult  from  the  former,  or  the 
rabies  fhould  appear  in  the  latter,  I  (hall  think  it  a  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  on  me  to  inform  the  public  of  it. 

*  The  reader  will  fee  an  attempt  made  to  explain  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  this  poifon,  in  Dr  s  celebrated  Treatife  on  the 
fubjeft,  but  not  a  fatisfaftory  one. 
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difeafe  5  or  at  leaft  connected  with  an  in¬ 
flammation  o t  ihofe  parts  *  more  particu¬ 
larly  concerned  ;  and  in  general  bleeding 
with  the  Antiphiogifiic  method  has  been 
employed® 

The  want  of  firmnefs  in  the  pulfe,  the 
evident  diminution  of  vital  energy,  with 
thofe  fpafms  that  prefent  themfeives  to  the 
notice  of  the  Phyiician,  will,  I  think,  re¬ 
move  any  doubts  he  may  entertain  as  to 
what  clafs  of  difeafes  it  belongs.  I  do  not 
hefitate  in  placing  it  amongft  the  truly 
fpailick  ones  j  undifguifed  by  that  mixture 
of  fy mp toms,  which  may  fometimes  mif- 
lead  a  cautious  practitioner* 

Nor  fliould  I  confider  an  inflammatory 
difcolouration  of  the  fauces  (fliould  this 

G  2  ever 

Mcrdenai  dejideriutn ,  in  a  Cane  rahido  morfiSy  magni 
nominis  medicus,  referebat  ad  inflammationem  faucium ,  et 
conjundi  am  Angina?  fpeciem  ;  fed  aperta  aliquoties  cadaver  a, 
nulla  infiammationis  veftigia  apparere.  Bonet.  Sepulc.  An  at. 
P.  1S8.  Obj'erv.  10. 

t  Ic  ls  trus  Dr  Fothergill  remarks,  that  there  was  an  in¬ 
flammatory  denfity  of  the  blood  in  his  patient,  which  induced 
him  to  order  a  fecond  quantity  to  be  drawn.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  an  equivocal  flgn  of  the  prefence  of  inflammation, 
or  even  a  tendency  to  it  in  the  attack  of  a  difeafe,  and  can¬ 
not  therefore  oe  admitted  as  deciflve  in  any  refpeft.  See 

Dr  p.n  her  gill  s  paper  on  the  Hydrophobia*  Med.  Qbfernj * 
and  Enquiries 3  vol.  iv» 
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ever  occur)  in  any  other  light  than  as  ap 
accidental  adjunct ;  not  of  importance  fui- 
ficient  to  induce  the  Phyiician  to  fwerve 
from  that  line  of  treatment  which  a  ge¬ 
nuine  fpafmodick  affeCtion  requires. 

The  confidence  with  which  medicines 
have  been  recommended  to  the  public,  as 
effectual  in  the  cure  of  this  dreadful  dis¬ 
order,  did  at  firft,  I  confefs,  fill  me  with 
expectation  that  it  might  be  checked  in  its 
progrefs,  and  at  length  finally  fubdueda 
In  this  I  was  deceived.  A  medical  treat¬ 
ment  more  failed  to  the  end  in  veiw  than 
any  we  are  yet  acquainted  with,  is  devout¬ 
ly  to  be  wifhed  for,  of  fufficient  efficacy 
to  controul  a  difeafe,  amongft  the  moft  a- 
cute,  and  I  believe  the  moft  deadly,  to 
which  mankind  is  expofed 

It 

*  Raro  <vel  nunquam  quantum  diem  excedit  hie  morbus,  com- 
putando  imprimis  a  fine  primi  gradus.  Van  Swieten’s  Com¬ 
ment,  tom.  3,  p.  5 5 S . 

Neque  Afclepiadis  Senator es  intelligibile  quiddam  ajfierunt , 
qui  propterea  pajfionem  tardam  put  ant,  quia  pofi  plurimum 
temp  ns  niorfus  infix  di,  regri  morte  afficiuntur.  Cum  non  oporteat 
illud  tempus  a  grot  anti  imputari ,  quo  nondum  rabie  vexatur, 
qu'ippe  cum  necdum  corpus  ajficiat :  et  quum  emicuerit  non  habet 
Juperpofitiones  feu  dilationes ,  ficut  qui  fpecialiter  tardis  ajfici- 
'■untur  p affiant  bus,  et  ab  hoc  ceierrime  a  grot  antes  inter fici  at  non 
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It  is  not  a  pleafing  talk,  to  adduce  to 
the  public  another  example  of  the  failure 
of  a  medicine,  which,  as  a  Prophyladlick 
and  cure,  has  been  pofTeffed  of  its  good  o~ 

pinion, 

folum  ut  acuta  fed  etiam  ut  eontinua  pajfio.  Cael.  Aurel.  de 
Hydroph.  Cap.  n. 

dhium  a  nata  Medicina  hucufque^  o?nnes fere  Artis  Principes 
Aeplorent  demorforum  Prophylaxin ,  <vix  uliam  certam  baberi  » 
ei  jam  aquam  paventium  J'anatoritm ,  exemplum  dari  cert  a  fide 
nullum .  Boerhave’s  Aphor.  de  cognofc.  et  curand.  morb. 
Aphor.  1139. 

The  learned  Commentator  on  Boerhave’s  Aphorifms,  feems 
to  have  no  doubt  of  the  Hydrophobia  having  been  cured,  and 
^elates  the  following  ftory,  which  the  reader  will  think  of  as 
he  pleafes.  I  cannot  however  refrain  from  exprefiing  a  wifh 
that  the  difeafe  had  been  more  fatisfaftorily  identified  than 


it  is. 

Helmontius  oculatum  tefiem  fe  profitetur .  Vidit  enim  tran- 
feuntem  navem,  et  in  ilia  fienem  nudum ,  funibus  <vin£iumt 
habentem  pondus  pedibus  ajfixum  :  Zona  fub  axillis  tranfeunte 
alligatus  erat  Antenna  :  a  cane  autejn  Rabido  demorjus  Jenex 
ille  jam  erat  Hydrophobus .  Gredebat  Helmontius,  quod  m,i- 
ferum  fujfocare  fiub  aquis  in  animo  haberent ,  ne  propagaretur 
contagium  :  at  N aut a  auda&er promitt eb at  J'enem pofi  rediturum 
J'anum .  Pretio  impetravit  Helmontius,  ut fiocius  et  teJUs  effet 
hujus  curationis  ;  njiditque  quod  fienem  in  altum  prius  Jublatum 
in  mare  pracipitem  dederint,  et  fiub  aquis  retinuerint  tanio 
tempore ,  quo  Pfahnus  Miferere  recitari  potuiffet .  Pofiea  ad 
hue  binis  njicibus  fiuhmerfierunt ,  fied  non  tam  diu  :  dumque 
mortuum  fufpicaretur  Helmontius,  folutis  njinculis  cepit  aquam 
marinam ,  quam  haufierat  enjomere ,  et  revixit,  pofiea  rabie 
liber.  Vefiabatur  autem  Nauta,  omnes  Hydrophobes  fie  j'anari 
poffe.  Van  Swieten’s  Comment.  Tom.  3d.  Page  559. 

TheUnicum  remedium  of  Celfus  is  a  remedy  of  the  fame 
kind.  Vide  Anc,  Corn .  Celfus  Lib.  5.  Cap.  xxvii. 
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pinion,  and  of  unfhaken  reputation  s  but 
truth  demands  it. ---The  danger  of  acqui- 
efcmg  under  an  exhibition  of  the  Ormjkirk 
Medicine ,  is  now  evident,  and  will,  I  hope, 
create  a  due  degree  of  caution  in  thofe,  to 
whom  they  who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to 
be  bit  by  a  mad  animal,  may  commit  them- 
felves. 

Of  the  great  variety  of  remedies  which 
have  had  their  day  of  reputation,  there  is 
not  one  which  has  not  poffelTed  the  credit, 
fome  time  or  other,  of  preventing  the 
noxious  effects  arifing  from  the  bite  of  a 
mad-dog, 

A  more  adequate  experience  has  with 
all  of  them  difcovered  the  deception.  Of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  perfons  *  who 
were  bit  by  the  dog  which  gave  the  fatal 
wound  to  the  poor  boy,  not  one  felt  the 
lead:  ill  efxedt  but  himfelf ;  and  I  find  up¬ 
on  enquiry,  this  has  frequently  been  the 

cafe. 

*  In  the  contemplation  of  fo  dreadful  a  difeafe,  there  is 
fome  comfort  derived  from  knowing  that  the  Hydrophobia  is 
by  no  means  the  inevitable  confequence  of  being  bit  by  a 
mad  animal  ;  the  chance  is  in  favor  of  the  perfons  not  feel- 
ingany  bad  effect  from  the  bite,  altho’  no  means,  by  way  of 

prevention,  are  employed  ;  as  mull  appear  from  the  facl 
above-mentioned; 
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cafe.  In  the  above  number  were  fome 
who  took  the  Ormlkirk  Medicine ;  others 
went  to  the  fait  water ;  and  a  part  of  them 
made  ufe  of  no  remedy ;  yet  thefe  fared  e- 
qually  well  with  the  mofl  attentive  to  their 
3nJury-  The  fame  thing  has  often  happened 
before;  and  much  merit,  I  doubt  not,  has 
been  attributed  to  the  medicine  taken,  from 
that  celebrated  one,  of  Sir  George  Cobb * 
down  to  the  infallible  one  which  my  good 
Cady  Bountiful  s  Receipt-Book  furnifhes. 

Amongft  all  the  Prophyladticks  now  in 
tile,  I  would  recommend  an  application  of 
the  adual  Cautery  *,  to  the  part  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  bite;  or,  what  I  fhould 
prefer  to  this,  a  dilatation  of  the  wound 

if 

*  Morgagni  fuppofmg  with  Sal: us,  that  the  firft  figns  of 
the  approach  of  the  difeafe  were  to  be  found  in  the  part  that 
was  wounded,  propofes  to  prevent  its  further  progrefs  by 
taking  the  piece  out.  Non  adeo  difficilis  ni  partis  condtiw 
inter dum  objlaret ,  ejet  preferajutio ,  <uel  ah  imminent e  jani 
inorbo,  fi  cum  primulum  dolores ,  aut  pruritus ,  ut  etiam  ali- 
quaudo  contigit ,  aLaeve  mutationes  in  Janata  came  oborirsn . 
tu*>  confejhm  paido  plus,  de  hac  abfcinderetm,  q uam  olint 
fuerat  demorfum ,  aut  alts  eadem  inureretur.  I  iliould  very 
much  doubt  whether  this  would  be  of  fervice  to  the  patient,  if 
the  Hydrophobia  had  made  its  appearance  in  any  degree* 
Pain  in  the  iimo  wounded  is  a  fyroptom  with  which  the  dif¬ 
eafe  feems  to  commence.  Fid.  Morgagni  de  Guujis  et  Sedi* 
bus  Morborum  per  Anatomen  indigatis. 
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if  fmall,  filling  it  with  gun-powder,  and 
fetting  fire  to  it:  This  would  produce  a 
laceration  of  the  part,  would  lecure  a  free 
and  continued  difchargefor  fome  time,  and 
poffibly  the  adion  of  ignited  gun -powder 
upon  the  poifon,  may  have  its  ufe. 

Difproportionate  the  means  we  now 
poffefs,  may  be  found  to  the  cure  of  the 
Hydtophobia,  1  fear  we  mu  ft  as  yet  be 
contented  with  them.  It  is  not  from  rea- 
foning  on  the  vifcidity  of  the  Canine  Sa¬ 
liva,  or  on  the  acid  quality  of  the  poifon, 
that  we  are  to  expert  any  ufeful  improve¬ 
ment,  in  the  treatment  of  fo  terrible  a 
difeafe,  but  from  well  authenticated  Cafes 
recorded  with  accuracy.  Let  us  accumu¬ 
late  facts  ’ere  we  begin  to  reafon,  and  con¬ 
duct  this  with  a  ft  rid:  regard  to  the  efta- 
bliflied  laws  of  the  animal  deccmomy. 
This  method  of  improvement  may  be  flow 
in  its  progrefs,  but  will  in  the  end  make 
ns  more  intimately  and  ufefully  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  difeafe. 

I  know  not  any  diforder  to  which  the  hu¬ 
man  race  is  expofed,  where  medicine  fhews 

fo  little  power  as  in  the  Hydrophobia.  The 

difeafe. 
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diforder,  from  its  firft  appearance,  pofFefTes 
the  frame  fo  entirely,  as  to  render  it  fupe- 
rioi  to  the  controul  ot  the  mod  powerful 
remedies  which  the  Materia  Medica  af¬ 
fords,  and  fo  continues  to  its  termination 
in  death.  Opium,  tho’  given  with  more 
than  common  freedom  *,  does  not  procure 
even  a  lhort  fufpence  from  thofe  violent 
fpafms,  ahd  exceffive  perturbation,  with 
which  the  milerable  patient  is  tormented  j 
nor  does  it  betray  the  leaft  narcotic  quality, 
when  given  even  to  the  amount  of  half  a 
di  am  for  a  dofe.  I  he  fedative  powers  of 
the  warm  Bath  proved  greater  than  Opium, 
but  did  not  materially  affed  for  any  time 
me  violence  or  the  iymptoms  ;  and  after  a 
few  repetitions  it  ceafed  to  have  any  vifible 
adion.  Mercurial  Ointment,  which  pof 
lelles  in  no  mean  degree  a  power  of  allay- 
ing  inordinate  contradions  when  applied 
externally,  was  of  no  avail,  a] tho’  ufed  in 
an  Herculean  quantity.  One  of  the  moft 
powerful  mercurial  preparations  given  in— 

H  tern  ally, 

*  ln ,the courfeof  fourteen  hours  the firft  patient  fwallowed 
s7  grains  of  Opium,  befides  half  an  ounce  of  Laudanum, 
which  was  given  in  a  Cly/ter,  and  vvhat  was  applied  to  the 
throat  externally.  In  the  laft  Cafe,  Opium  was  given  by  no 
means  with  a  fparing  hand  to  a  child  eight  years  old. 
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ternally,  with  thofe  taken  from  other  me¬ 
tals,  mufk,  foetid  medicines,  and  camphire, 
were  found  upon  trial  equally  ineffectual 
in  procuring  the  patient  a  refpite  from  his 
increafing  difeafe.  A  fudden  immerfion  in 
cold  water  carried  to  an  extremity,  made 
a  more  manifeft  itripreffion  upon  the  ma¬ 
lady;  but  no  l&ftipg  or  effential  advantage 
was  gained  bv  this,  forcibly  as  the  common 
fenfory  and  whole  nervous  fyftem  muff 
have  been  acted  upon  by  it.  At  prefent  1 
cannot  propofe  to  myfelf  any  other  plan  of 
treatment  which  promifes  to  be  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  May  accident,  induftry,  or  the 
wifdom  of  our  profeffion  fpeedily  provide* 
tts  with  means  more  adequate  to  the  re¬ 
moval  of  one  of  the  greateft  calamities  to 
which  mankind  is  expofed !  I  have  ieen 
enough  of  it  to  gratify  all  my  curiofny, 
fully  to  fatisfy  me  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  and  to  make  me  fmcerely  wifh  a 
a  fourth  example  may  not  occur,  until 
1  am  better  prepared  to  meet  fo  formidable 

an  enemy* 
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CJESARIAN  SECTION. 

i 

T  SHALL  preface  the  following  detail 
of  the  Cajarian  SeSlion,  with  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  the  poor  woman’s  health,  who  was 
thefubjedt  of  it,  previous  to  her  Pregnancy} 
from  whence  it  will  appear,  that  other 
caufes  may  alter  the  firm  texture  of  bones, 
fo  as  to  occasion  a  diftortion,  befides  a  mor¬ 
bid  fojtnefs,  of  which  we  have  fome  curious 
examples  recorded. 

Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  aged  forty, 
was  in  the  year  1775  admitted  an  In-patient 
of  the  Leicefter-Infirmary,  having  a  Para- 
lyfis  of  the  lower  limbs.  She  was  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  five  children,  all  of  which  the  had 
brought  into  the  world,  without  any  other 
circumftances,  than  the  ordinary  ones  at¬ 
tendant  on  Labour.  Since  her  laft  child, 

H  2  a 
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a  great  deformity  of  the  Spine  had  taken 
place,  and  as  appeared  afterwards,  of  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis  alfo.  She  left  the  In¬ 
firmary,  after  a  refidence  of  fix  months,  in 
many  refpedts  better  for  the  treatment  (he 
had  there  received,  and  continued  after  her 
difmiffion,  to  recover  ftill  more  the  ufe  of 
her  limbs.  About  a  twelvemonth  after  this 
fhe  found  herfelf  breeding  ;  and  went  her 
full  time  without  any  thing  occuring  fingu- 
Jar  enough  to  defervc  notice. 

Upon  her  being  feized  with  Labour-pains, 
a  female  Accoucheur  was  called  to  her  affift- 
ance,  who  finding  the  Pelvis  uncommonly 
final  1,  and  that  the  labour  did  not  advance 
after  two  days  attendance,  defired  fome  fur¬ 
ther  help  might  be  procured.  Mr.  Atkinfon , 
a  Surgeon  of  Leicejier ,  was  fent  for ;  who 
upon  examining  the  ftate  of  the  parts,  was 
fully  fatlsfied  that  the  Pelvis  was  much 
fin  all  er  than  any  he  had  ever  met  with  be¬ 
fore.  He  found  the  deformity  (occasioned 
in  part  by  the  diftortion  of  the  laft  Lumbar 
Vertebra)  exceedingly  great ;  and  as  he  then 
thought  a  reparation  of  the  Sympbj/fs  of  the 
Off  a  Pubis ,  but  notwithstanding  this,  it  was 
absolutely  impoffible  to  introduce  his  hand  : 

Nor 
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Nor  from  the  uncommon  narrownefs  of  the 
Pelvis,  could  the  head  of  the  child  make 
any  prog  refs. 

In  a  Cafe  fo  lingular,  and  withal  fo  dan¬ 
gerous,  he  delired  to  have  the  advantage  of 
a  confultation.  Accordingly  Mr.  Fox,  a 
gentleman  of  this  town,  eminently  Ikilful 
in  that  branch  of  faufinefs,  and  of  great  ex—, 
perience,  immediately  went  with  him  to 
the  poor  woman.  Upon  availing  himfelf  of 
the  neceffary  examination,  he  was  immedi¬ 
ately  imprelTed,  as  the  former  had  been, 
with  the  impracticability  of  introaucinp- 
inore  than  two  lingers,  and  of  the  very  little 
chance  there  was  of  her  being  delivered ; 
unlefs  nature  fhould  contrive  fome  other 
means  of  furmounting  this  difficulty,  than 
their  imagination  could  fugged: :  for  it  did 
not  appear  to  either  of  them,  that  the  dia¬ 
meter  of  the  Pelvis,  from  the  Oja  Pubis  to 
the  Sacrum,  was  more  than  an  inch  and  an 
half,  to  which  the  diftar.ce  from  one  Ifchium 
to  the  other  feemed  to  bear  a  pretty  exact 
pioportion.  Under  thele  circumftances they 
did  me  the  honour  to  delire  I  would  meet 
them,  with  the  remaining  part  of  their  Bre¬ 
thren  refident  in  Leicefter;  and  by  a  candid 

.unrelervsd 
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unreferved  comparifon  of  opinion,  to  devife 
feme  means  if  poflible,  of  affifting  the  poor 
woman  ;  ’ere  the  laft  method,  with  which 
the  Profeffion  is  acquainted,  was  put  into 
execution  ,  for  the  child  had  npt  made  the 
Jeaft  advance,  fince  her  labour  began.  The 
woman  was  wearied  with  fruitlefs  pains> 
and  her  ftrength  much  reduced,  not  with- 
it  an  ding  fome  dumber  had  now  and  then 
been  procured  by  the  occafional  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Extr .  Thebaic.  The  poor  object  was 
now  removed,  from  a  dark  inconvenient 
cold  room,  to  a  warm  one  in  the  Leicefter- 
In  firm  ary.  For  altho’  Women  with  Child 
are  not  allowed  to  lye-in  there,  the  Angu¬ 
larity  and  urgency  of  this  cafe,  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  every  one,  made  a  very  fair  excep¬ 
tion  to  a  general  rule.  She  was  accordingly 
carried  in  a  Sedan-chair,  to  a  warm  apart-' 
ment  in  that  Houfe. 

Seven  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty,  in  iuc- 
ceffion,  fatisfied  themtelves,  that,  nottvith- 
ftanding  her  waters  were  laid  to  have  come 
away  fome  daysbefore,  yet  tiie  membranes 
with  a  portion  of  fluid,  prefented.  them- 
felves  to  the  touch  ;  all  but  one  agreeing 

in  the  impoffibility  of  introducing  more 

than 
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than  two  fingers.  This  Gentleman  ex- 
preffing  his  hopes,  that  by  a  further  delay, 
the  might  be  delivered,  by  means  which 
are  pradifed  daily  ;  a  refpite  of  fix  hours 
was  given  her,  notwithftanding  the  mani- 
fell  decline  in  her  ftrength.  '  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  this  period,  the  remaining  por¬ 
tion  of  water  came  away  ;  and  in  the  in- 
terim,  die  had  taken  a  little  food,  and  sot 

o 

ilow  and  then  fome  difturbed  fleep. 

The  perfon  above  fpoken  of,  after  tins 
interval,  made  a  fecond  attempt  to  intro¬ 
duce  his  hand ;  this  put  the  woman  to  ex- 
quifite  pain,  and  proved  as  ineffedual  as 
every  former  one.  What  was  now  to  be 
done  ?  The  child  was  alive  and  vigorous  * 
the  woman’s  ftrength  extremely  exhauft- 
ed  $  her  labour  not  the  leaft  advanced,  from 
the  firft  hour  :  and  the  Pelvis  fo  ftraight, 
that  fiiould  it  be  thought  advifable,  to 
rifque  faving  the  mother’s  life,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  child’s  ;  nobody  could  under** 
take  to  ufe  an  inftrument  with  any  certain¬ 
ty,  in  the  fpace  of  an  inch  and  an  half ; 
and  this,  in  the  opinion  of  every  one,  was 
the  large  ft  fpace  this  ill-formed  Pelvis  af- 

.  forded.. 
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forded.  It  was  therefore  concluded  t© 
mention  to  her,  the  extreme  danger  of  her 
fituation,  both  to  herfelf  and  child  ;  and 
to  propofe  taking  the  latter  from  her,  by 
the  affiftance  of  the  knife ;  the  alternative 
of  this  propofal  being,  in  the  judgement 
of  every  one,  the  inevitable  death  of  both 
mother  and  child.  The  talk  of  mention¬ 
ing  this  dreadful  expedient  to  her,  was  al¬ 
lotted  to  me  ;  and  I  muff  confefs,  the  ve¬ 
ry  general  want  of  fuccefs,  when  the  Gee- 
Jarean  SeSiion  has  been  performed,  under 
every  advantage  that  fkill  could  afford, 
made  it  an  office  moft  unpleafing. — The 
poor  woman,  though  fully  apprized  of  the 
danger,  readily  gave  her  confent ;  and  e- 
very  preparation  being  made,  and  the  Af~ 
fiftants  commodioufly  placed,  each  having 
his  llrare  of  the  bufinefs  allotted  to  him, 

p- 

Mr  Atkinfon  began  the  operation,  by  mak¬ 
ing  an  incifion  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  thro*  the  fkin,  and  Adipofe  Mem¬ 
brane,  about  fix  inches  in  length  ;  the 

Abdominal  Mufcles  were  then  divided, 

#  * 

and  afterwards  the  Peritonaeum ;  when  .the 
Uterus  in  Situ  was  difcovered  y  this  was 
cautioufly  wounded,  firft  by  pundluring 

it 

/ 
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it  with  a  lancet,  and  afterwards  with  a 
probe  pointed  knife,  to  the  extent  of  four 
inches ;  Immediately  the  Placenta  protrud¬ 
ed  itfelf ;  it  was  inftantly  removed,  by  an 
attentive  expert  afiiftant,  when  a  healthy 
full-grown  child  was  difcovered,  with  its 
breech  prefented  to  the  Os  Uteri*.  This 
was  extracted  without  the  leaft  injury,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  feconds  j  the  lips  of 
the  wounded  Uterus  being  gently  flipped 
over  its  head,  with  all  the  caution  which 
an  organ  of  that  importance,  under  fuch 
an  injury,  .demanded*  The  effefion  of 
blood  was  inconfiderable  j  but  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  inteJlineSf  much  inflated,  were 
pufhed  out,  and  gave  the  Afliftants  fome 
trouble  ;  their  return  however  was  entire¬ 
ly  effected,  and  the  operation  finiflied,  by 
uniting  the  external  wound  with  the  quil¬ 
led  Suture . 

V 

The  operation  was  performed  on  Friday- 
evening,  and  immediately  after  this,  an 

I  anodyne 

#  This  pofition  of  the  child  confirmed  the  propriety,  and 
necefiity  of  the  operation,  for  to  a  Pelvis  fo  ill  formed,  as  to 
render  the  exit  of  the  child  impoffible,  was  added  a  praeter- 
natural  prefentation,  which  could  only  be  altered,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  the  hand  into  the  Uterus :  How  impracticable  this 
was,  has  been  before  taken  notice  ok 
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anodyne  draught,  with  thirty  drops*' of 
Tintf.  ‘thebaic  was  adminiftered  ;  a  Clyfter 
con  lifting  of  an  infufion  of  Cammomile 
Flowers,  with  Olive  Oil,  was  ordered  to 
be  injected  in  four  or  five  hours,  and  the 
whole  Abdomen  was  to  be  covered  with 
fcalded  bran,  inclofed  in  a  flannel  bag, 
which  was  to  be  kept  there  during  the 

night. 

On  Saturday  morning  upon  vifiting  her, 
I  found  {he  had  paflfed  the  night  without 
pain,  and  had  flept  a  little.  She  had  taken 
near  a  p^nt  of  Sei^o,  Panada,  and  "Froth ,  at 
different  times,  and  this  without  ficknefs 
or  vomiting*  In  the  morning  it  was  dif- 
covered,  that  a  coniiderable  portion  of  In- 
teftine,  had  infinuated  itfelf  betwixt  the 
flitches,  which  were  three  in  number,  and 
feemed  when  made,  quite  fuflicient  to  keep 
the  lips  of  the  wound  accurately  in  union; 
this  was  returned  into  the  Abdomen ,  and 
two  more  futures  were  added  to  retain  it 
there.  The  countenance  of  the  poor  crea¬ 
ture  was  ghaftly  ;  there  was  a  general  cold- 
nefs  over  the  frame,  and  her  pulfe  was  ve¬ 
ry  feeble ;  fhe  alfo  complained  much  of 

fullnefs  in  her  ftomach,  and  of  a  general 

uneaflnefs ; 
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uneafinefs  ;  the  Clyfter  was  not  yet  come 
away  ;  a  Cordial  Julep  was  ordered,  of 
which  (he  was  to  take  fbme  fpoonfuls  fre¬ 
quently  ;  her  room  was  to  be  kept  very 
quiet,  and  bladders  of  warm  water  were 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  former  Fotus, 
which  from  its  moifture  was  found  incon¬ 
venient  ;  and  as  a  means  of  procuring  an 
evacuation  by  the  inteftinal  Canal,  fhe  was 
directed  to  take  two  drams  of  the  OL  lli<~ 
ciniy  in  feme  broth  at  intervals,  until  a 
ftool  or  two  was  procured.  A  flricb  in¬ 
junction  was  alfo  left,  that  feme  of  th© 
\ 

before-mentioned  fpoon-meats,  fhould  be 
given  in  fmall  quantity,  as  often  as  her 
ftomach  would  receive  them* 

On  Sunday  morning  I  found  fhe  had 
paffed  the  night  eafy,  and  had  got  a  good 
deal  of  deep  :  Her  pulfe  was  fuller  and 
firmer,  her  refpiration  free,  her  faculties 
clear,  there  was  a  moderate  fweat  upon 
the  fkin  ;  the  wound  was  fore,  but  not 
painful,  excepting  when  die  infpired  deep¬ 
ly;  her  tongue  was  covered  with  a  brownifh 
cruft  ;  her  thirft  was  troublefome  ;  fhe 
had  made  water  twice  in  the  night,  but 
Jiad  no  ftool  yet  fince  the  Operation*  A 

I  2  purgative 
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purgative  Clyfter  was  tins  morning  injedf> 
ed,  which  was  returned  without  bringing 
any  ftool  with  it ;  upon  injecting  this 
Clyfter  it  was  difcovered  that  the  Sphinfter 
Am  had  loft  its  contradtile  power,  making 
no  refiftance  to  the  admiffion  of  the  pipe, 
nor  did  it  retain  any  portion  of  the  Clyfter 
when  injedted  ;  She  had  vomited  near  a 
pint  and  an  half,  of  a  blackifh  coloured 
fluid  :  fmce  which  ilie  had  taken  about  a 
pint  of  Caudle,  made  with,  malt  liquor, 
and  this  at  her  own  requeft  ;  which  re¬ 
mained  eafy  upon  her  ftomach.  Half  a 
pint  of  warm  Oil  was  to  be  injedted  as  a 
Clyfter  ;  to  be  kept,  if  poffible,  by  artifi¬ 
cial  means,  and  to  be  repeated  occafion- 
ally.  She  did  not  complain  as  yefterday 
of  fullnefs  at  her  ftomach  ;  had  laft  night 
ten  drops  of  7 in£i.  7'hebaic,  in  fome  finall 
Rum  and  Water.  Fjfteen  drops  were  or¬ 
dered  to  be  taken  in  the  evening,  repeating 
this  in  an  hour  or  two,  if  there  Ihould  be 
occafion. 

Monday  Morn.  She  vomited  this  morn¬ 
ing  quite  as  much  as  the  'whole  food  £he 
had  taken  the  preceding  day  and  night; 
neither  the  Caftor  Oil,  nor  the  Clyfters,  had 

procured 
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procured  any  (tool ;  her  pulfe  was  irregular, 
feeble,  and  icarcely  to  be  felt  5  thecoldnefs 
ovei  her  whole  frame  was  again  returned  1 
bei  countenance  was  more  ghaftly  ;  every 
tiling  (eemed  to  wear  a  moft  unpromiling 
aiped; ;  her  inteileds  were  perfedt;  fhe  had. 
tdicen  Caudle  freely  ;  her  Anodyne  was  or¬ 
dered  to  he  repeated  at  night ;  the  Bladders 
to  the  Abdomen  were  to  be  continued,  and 
a  Solution  of  Manna  was  fubftituted  for  the 
Caftor  Oil,  as  the  latter  made  her  fick;  a 
Ciyfter  of  hi  oth,  mane  of  file  ep’s  -head, 
was  alio  £0  be  injeded  once  m  eight  hours, 
or  until  a  ftool  was  procured. 

Tuefday  Morn.  Had  not  vomited,  nor 
had  any  ftool  yet ;  continues  to  take  her 
food  5  her  pulfe  was  more  regular  and  firm¬ 
er  ;  her  countenance  lefs  ghaftly;  fhe  com¬ 
plained  offullneis  at  her  ftomach  ;  and  had, 
during  the  courle  of  the  evening,  three 
ftools,  two  of  which  were  ioofe.  She  died 
at  three  o  clock  in  the  morning.  A  con- 
fequence  that  I  believe  will  very  generally 
follow  inch  a  wound  of  the  Uterus 9  with, 

its  unavoidable  expo  fare  to  the  air. 

<* 

Upon 

* 
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Upon  opening  the  Abdomen,  which  was 
very  confiderably  increafed  in  its  bulk, 
from  flatus  in  the  inteftines  $  there  was  no 
coagulated  or  fluid  blood  found  in  its  ca¬ 
vity,  but  a  quantity  of  dark,  colouied  foetid 
matter.  The  Inteftines  were  not  inflamed 
nor  difeafed,  excepting  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  Ilium  about  the  fize  of  half-a-crown, 
which  was  of  a  dufky  brown  colour  and 
adhered  to  the  external  wound.  The  Uterus 
was  contracted  nearly  as  much  as  it  ufually 
is,  at  that  diftance  of  time  after  delivery. 
The  wound  made  in  its  fubitance,  w«s  not 
in  the  leaft  clofed.  That  part  of  it  which 
was  extended  above  the  Of  a  Puois,  (and 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  Pelvis,  this  was 
the  greater  portion)  was  of  a  deep  dufky 
colour,  and  in  a  ftate  olfphcicelus . 

The  Plates  annexed  exhibit  a  mofl  fa- 
tisfadory  view  of  the  diftorted  incommo¬ 
dious  Pelvis,  which  gave  occafion  to  fo  ter- 
tible  an  operation,  and  will  render  any  de- 
fcription  of  the  bones  here  unneceflary. 
The  RefleBlons  on  Dividing  the  Sympbyfs  of 
the  Oja  Pubis  which  has  been  propofed 
under  fimilar  circumftances  as  a  fubftitute 
for  the  Ctefarian  Section,  by  M,  Sigault  and 
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Le  Roy,  cannot  but  prove  very  acceptable 
to  the  intelligent  reader,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  prove  a  feafonable  check  (at 
leaft  on  this  lide  the  water)  to  the  ardour 
with  which  thofe  gentlemen  recommend 
that  operation. 

*irhe  child  was  bound  to  have  an  imper— 
foiated  Perns,  but  this  inconvenience  was 
effectually  removed,  by  a  flight  pundture 
with  the  lancet :  He  has  fince  been  bap¬ 
tized  under  the  name  of  Julius  Cafar  j  is 
a  healthy  fine  boy,  now  Ionic  what  more 
than  a  year  old,  and  likely  to  live. 


/ 
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To  Dr.  V  A  U  G  H  A  1ST, 

at  Leicester, 

Dear  Sir, 

WHEN  you  were  pleated  to  fena  tns 
the  pelvis  of  your  unhappy  patient,  you 
were  defirous  that  it  might  be  made  as  uie- 
ful  as  poffible.  I  look  upon  every  thing  ot 
that  kind  which  is  given  to  me,  as  a  preterit 
to  the  public  and  confider  my  felt  as  thereby 
called  upon  to  ferve  the  public  with  more 
diligence.  To  fulfil  that  duty,  I  have  ex¬ 
hibited  the  pelvis  at  my  ledbures,  with  many 
others  of  fingular  conformation,  both  to 
explain  that  fpecies  of  mollifies  opium ,  and 
to  illuftrate  fome  observations  which  I  maae 
upon  a  fubjedt  of  a  very  interefting  nature, 
viz.  the  operation  newly  introduced  into 
pradlice,  of  cutting  the  Sympbyfis  ot  the 
Ojfa  Pubis .  Some  time  after  my  courfe  of 
ledbures  was  finifhed,  it  happened  to.be  my 
turn,  in  rotation,  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of 
phyficians,  to  read  a  paper  upon  tome  me¬ 
dical  fubjedb.  1  chofe  that  operation  for  my 

fubjedb,  becaufs  I  thought  at  this  time  it 

might 
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Inight  be  particularly  feafonable  :  and  for 
the  fame  resfon  I  fend  it  to  you,  that,  if  you 
think  it  will  be  ufeful,  you  may  publish  it 
in  the  l'econd  edition  of  your  book,  which, 
,  you  inform  me  is  foon  to  be  put  to  the  prefs. 

Since  the  paper  was  drawn  up,  I  have 
read  Mr.  JLt  Roy  s  pamphlet,  which  he  was 
pleated  to  fend  me  lately.  This  gave  rife 
to  a  few  additional  reflexions,  which  l 
have  thrown  into  two  notes. 


1  am,  &c,  &c.  &c. 


ept.  10  th 

1778. 


WILLIAM  HUNTER, 
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REFLECT  ion  s, 

...  .•  *  k 

OCCASIONED  BY  A  DECREE  OF  THc, 

FACULTY  of  MEDICINE 

at  Paris; 

relative  to  the 

OPERATION  or  CUTTING  the 

SYMPHYSIS  of  the  OSSA  PUBIS. 

TN  fome  of  the  mod  deplorable  condi- 
A  tions  to  which  the  human  body  is. liable, 
the  Profeffors  of  Surgery  and  Midwifery 
have  bad  firmnefs  enough  for  the  lake  of 
faving  life,  to  recommend  operations  which 

our  very  nature  fee  ms  to  abhor* 

In  fuch  cafes,  the  determination  appears 
lo  me  times  to  be  founded  on  a  bare  calcu¬ 
lation  of  the  chances  for  lift;  and  the  rule 
remedium  potius  anceps ,  quam  nullum ,  is  per¬ 
haps  too  often  held  out  as  an  unerring 

guide* 

Men  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  a  rea- 

foning  faculty,  need  not  be  told,  that  in 

defperate 
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defperate  cafes,  our  judgment  and  pradice 
are  not  to  be  regulated  merely  by  the 
chances  with  refped  to  life*  The  fiiffer- 
ings  of  the  patient,  both  in  body  and  mind, 
fhould  be  fairly  put  into  the  fcale,  againft 
the  better  chance  for  life.  In  fuch  a  trial, 
1  have  feen  a  patient  pay  a  much  higher 
price,  in  fiifferings,  than  the  little  chance 
of  faving  life  was  worth. 

•  \  C.  .''id. 

Thefe  refections  fhould  be  efpecially  in 
our  mind,  when  we  are  to  give  an  opinion 
in  any  cafe  of  the  C  as  fan  an  Section,  or  of 
cutting  the  Symphyjis  of  the  OJJa  Pubis , 
And,  in  calculating  the  chances  of  a  life 
to  be  faved,  we  fhould  take  care  to  make  a 
juft  eftimate  of  the  life  itfelf.  Thus,  in 
more  advanced  age,  the  value  of  it  is  left 
in  proportion  $  it  is  left  too,  in  proportion 
as  it  is  to  be  attended  with  pains  or  infir¬ 
mities,  or  with  whatever  will  diminifti  or 
deftroy  the  enjoyments  of  life.  Exiftence 
is  fo  nearly  equal  to  nothing,  that  its  real 
value  mu  ft  arife  from  its  connedion  with 
fome  kind  of  enjoyment  3  and  where,  up¬ 
on  the  whole,  there  is  none,  life  is  either 
worth  nothing,  or  a  pofitive  evil* 

%  2 
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The  value  of  life  rifes  likewife  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  delire  of  life,  and  the  dread 
of  death.  The  life  of  the  mother  is,  for 
that  reafon,  almoft  of  an  incomparably 
greater  value  than  that  of  an  unborn  child; 
a  being  which,  we  may  fuppofe,  has  no 
enjoyment,  and  has  neither  a  defire  to  live, 
nor  fear  to  die.  This  appears  to  be  rea- 
fonable ;  and  experience  (hews  it  to  be  the 
didate  of  nature,  as  well  as  common  fenfe. 
I  have  lived  thirty-nine  years  in  one  of  the 
larged  cities  in  the  world,  and,  for  the 
greater  part  of  that  time,  in  a  very  ac¬ 
tive  ftation  ;  fo  that  numbers  of  dange¬ 
rous  cafes  muft  have  come  within  my 
knowledge,  and  thele  among  ail  ranks  or 
mankind;  yet  1  never,  in  any  inftance 
whatever,  knew  the  life  of  the  child  put 
into  any  fort  of  competition  with  that  of 
the  mother,  by  the  hulband,  or  any  othet 
perfon. 

When  adventurous,  bold,  or  dangerous 

opinions  in  the  healing  art,  are  propofed  or 

pradifed  by  an  individual,  no  great,  or  at 

leaft  no  extenfive  mifchief  will  readily  en- 

fue.  A  fufpicion  of  the  author’s  partiality 

weakens  his  influence,  and  brings  doubt 

and 
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snd  caution  along  with,  his  new  opinion* 
If  it  ftrikes  a  practitioner  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  utility*  he  weighs  it  in  his  own 
mind,  gets  ail  the  lights  which  lie  can 
procure,  conduits  his  moll  intelligent  and 
experienced  acquaintance  |  and  after  all,  if 
he  refolves  to  try  it,  ftill  he  fets  about  it 
with  iome  hesitation  or  diffidence,  and 
therefore  with  every  precaution  that  he  can 
devife. 

It  is  time  only,  and  a  variety  of  experi¬ 
ence  that  can  finally  decide  upon  the  utility 
of  a  new  practice.  When  once  it  is  fairly 
ftarted  before  the  public,  tho’  it  may  meet 
with  unreafonable  oppofition,  if  it  can  bear 
the  teft  of  general  experience,  it  can  hardly 
lofe  its  ground  :  it  may  be  kept  down  for  a 
time  ;  but  muft  prevail  in  the  end.  So  it 
has  happened  to  the  Peruvian  bark,  Inocu¬ 
lation,  and  many  other  improvements. 

On  the  contrary,  with  whatever  appro¬ 
bation  a  new  propofal  of  this  kind  be  re¬ 
ceived,  and  however  encouraging  the  prof- 
pe£h  may  be,  at  fetting  out,  or  even  after 
fome  trials  j  if  it  cannot  bear  the  teft  of 
general  experience,  it  muft  fall  into  dif- 

repute  .5 
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repute  j  as  it  has  actually  happened  to  the 
hypogaftric  fed  ion  for  the  ftone  in  the  blad¬ 
der,  and  to  a  thou  fan  d  pretended  improve¬ 
ments  in  phyfic  and  furgery. 

But,  when  a  large  body  of  refpedable, 
learned  and  grave  men,  reafonably  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  competent  judges,  embrace  a  no¬ 
velty  in  practice,  with  unbounded  appro¬ 
bation  5  and  by  their  teftimony,  and  ho¬ 
nours  publicly  conferred,  give  credit  and 
fplendour  to  an  opinion,  which  fhovild  be 
put  upon  its  trial  with  great  circumfpedti- 
on,  and  finally  judged  of  by  much  experi¬ 
ence  *y  a  door  may  thereby  be  opened  to 
great  and  irreparable  mifchief ;  by  letting 
loofe  upon  mankind,  the  moft  mifchievous 
members  of  fociety,  the  ignorant  and  rafh 
practitioners.  It  is  giving  all  the  encou¬ 
ragement  and  protection,  which  fuch  un¬ 
feeling  plunderers  of  the  diftreiled  could 
defire. 

When  any  thing  of  this  kind  happens,  it 
purely  becomes  the  duty  of  all  thofe  who 
may  have  any  influence,  not  to  oppofe,  blit 
to  watch  the  innovation  ;  and  to  check  in- 

confiderate  ardour  and  precipitancy  :  fo 

that, 
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that,  as  far  as  reafon  and  experience  caa 
guide,  we  may  determine  whether  the 
practice  which  is  recommended'  be  at  all 
advifable  ;  and  if  it  be,  what  are  die  par¬ 
ticular  cafes  that  are  fit,  and  what  thofe 
that  are  unfit  for  the  new  practice. 

Without  afcertaining  this  diftindtfon,  a 
new  practice,  faiutary  and  ufeful  perhaps 
in  a  few  rare  cafes,  may  very  naturally,  by 
an  indifcriminate  and  frequent  ufe,  do 
much  more  harm  than  good.  This  fenti- 
ment  will  not  furprize  thofe  of  the  pro- 
feffion,  who  know  my  opinion  of  the  For¬ 
ceps,  for  example,  in  midwifery.  I  admit 
that  it  may  fometimes  be  of  fervice,  and 
may  five  either  the  mother  or  child.  I  have 
fometimes  ufed  it  with  advantage;  and, 
I  believe,  never  materially  hurt  a  mother 
or  child  with  it,  becaufe  I  always  ufed  it 
with  fear  and  circumfpedtion.  Yet,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  from  all  the  information 
which  I  have  been  able  to  procure,  that 
the  Forceps  (midwifery  inftruments  in  ge¬ 
neral,  I  fear)  upon  the  whole,  has  done 
more  harm  than  good. 


i 
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I  am  under  apprehenfions  that  the  fame 
thing  may  hereafter  be  fald  of  the  new 
practice  of  flirting  the  joint  of  the  OJJa 
Pubis  to  make  room  for  the  paflage  of  a 

t 

child,  when  the  Pelvis  is  too  narrow. 

To  raife  a  popular  cry  againft  this 
practice,  before  it  is  well  underftood, 
would  be  unfair  ;  and  would  be  fhew- 
ing  an  unbecoming  difrefpedt  to  the  in¬ 
genuity,  and  no  doubt  humane  inten¬ 
tions  of  Meffrs*  Sigault^  Camper,  and  Le 
Roy,  the  authors  of  this  operation.  We 
would  only  wifh  that  it  may  be  received 
with  moderation  and  doubt ;  that  we  may 
advance  with  great  caution,  receive  light  as 
it  cornes  upon  us  with  experience  j  and 
finally,  approve,  or  rejedt  upon  folid  ground, 
and  at  as  little  expence  to  human  na¬ 
ture  as  poflible.  If  it  fhould  be  adopted, 
it  muft,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  be 
very  necefiary  to  reftrain  it,  within  proper 
bounds. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  fhould  try  to  guefs 
at  its  true  value,  and  determine,  as  far  as 
our  prefent  lights  will  permit,  in  what 
cafes  it  promifes  to  be.  of  ufe,  and  in  what 
cafes  it  fhould  feein  pernicious, 

Firfl, 
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Pirft,  Let  us  coniider  its  fuppofed  ad-* 
vantages,  as  a  fubfiitute  for  the  Ctefarian 
Operation ;  that  is,  with  a  view  of  faving 
the  mother  or  child,  when  otherwife  both 
mail;  be  loft. 

Secondly  *  Let  us  judge  as  well  as  we 
now  can,  how  far  it  may  be  advifeable,  in 
fome  very  difficult  labours,  with  the  view 
of  faving  the  child ;  in  thofe  cafes  efpeci- 
ally,  for  which  the  eftablifhed  practice  in 
this  country  recommends  the  crotchet . 

To  affift  our  judgment  upon  thefe  two 
important  quefcions,  we  fhall  premife  fome 
remarks  upon  the  nature  of  the  operation 
itfelf,  viz.  cutting  through  the  Symphyjis 
of  the  Pubis ,  and  forcing  the  bones  to  a 
certain  diftance  from  each  other,  I  have 
had  occaiion  to  perform  this  fo  often  upon 
dead  bodies,  that  I  do  not  apprehend  I  can 
be  much  mi  (take  a  on  this  fubjedt. 

i.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  execute  it 
with  a  thick  knife,  however  fharp  in  the 
edge.  The  ligamentous  and  griftly  fub- 
fiance  between  the  bones  is  fo  incompref- 
fible,  that  it  will  hardly  make  room  for 
the  thicker  part  of  the  knife  to  follow  its 

L  edge ; 
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edge  i  but  a  thin  knife  goes  thro’  it  with 
great  eafe. 

2.  Whoever  has  had  a  little  practice, 
will  find,  that  it  may  be  executed  without 
any  danger  of  wounding  the  Bladder  or 
Urethra ;  becaufe  in  cutting  cautioufly  with 
a  thin  knife,  from  above  downwards  and 
inwards,  the  inftant  that  the  whole  is  cut 
through,  there  is  both  a  particular  found, 
which  informs  us  that  the  bufinefs  is  done, 
and  the  two  bones  fly  afunder  to  a  feniible 
difiance. 

3.  When  the  Symphyjts  is  completely  di¬ 
vided,  the  OJJa  Pubis  feparate  fo  little  a 
way,  that  fome  force  is  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  interval  of  half  an  inch)  and  up¬ 
on  encreafing  the  force,  till  the  fpace  of 
interval  comes  to  two  inches  and  an  half, 
there  is  a  continued  crafli,  from  the  tear¬ 
ing  of  the  ligamentous  fibres  at  the  pofte- 
rior  joints,  viz.  at  the  fides  of  the  Sacrum. 
1  his,  tho’  requiring  great  force,  is  eafily 
effeded,  by  bringing  the  thighs  to  right 
anodes  with  the  trunk  of  toe  bony,  and 
jpr  effing  the  knees  gradually  outwards  and 
backwards.  In  that  way,  a  fmall  force 
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lias  a  great  effed:,  becaufe  it  has  the  ad- 
vantage  of  a  long  lever,  and  is  afiifted  by 
almoft  the  whole  weight  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities. 

4.  When  Inch  a  violent  reparation  of 
the  Qjja  Pubis  has  been  produced,  the  Sa¬ 
crum  and  OJj'a  Inmminata  remain  in  con¬ 
tact,  only  at  their  pofterior  parts ;  the  li¬ 
gaments  that  connect  them  at  the  fore  part 
being  all,  more  or  lefs,  torn  afunder. 

5.  The  mifchief  that  may  enfue  upon 
cutting  one  joint  of  the  Pelvis ,  and  tear¬ 
ing  the  other  two  afunder,  can  be  afcer- 
tained  by  experience  only.  It  is  propofed, 
that  the  incifion  at  the  Pubes  fhall  not  pe¬ 
netrate  into  the  cavity  of  the  Abdomen .  If, 
by  accident,  that  fhould  happen,  the  ope¬ 
ration  would  of  courfe  be  very  dangerous. 
Lacerations  of  tendons,  ligaments,  and 
flefhy  parts,  when  not  complicated  with 
an  external  wound,  generally  heal  up  in  a 

kindly  manner,  as  we  lee  in  cafes  of  the 
ruptured  ‘lendo  Achillis ,  diflocations,  and 
fradtures. 

Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  time  of 
parturition,  thq  body  is  remarkably  dif- 

L  2  pofcd 
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pofed  to  an  inflammatory  fever,  which  is 
always  very  dangerous  when  it  rifes  to  any 
height;  and  therefore,  whatever  expofes 
the  body  to  confiderable  inflammation  at 
that  time.  we  may  prefume,  moft  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  danger.  And  it  mu  ft 
like  wife  be  remembered,  that  women  who 
are  exceedingly  crooked,  are  commonly  fo 
weak,  that  they  eafily  fink  under  any  great 
difeafe 

To 


*  It  will  require  feeing  what  the  confequences  a&ually  are, 
5n  a  number  of  cafes,  and  efpecially  under  different  fates  of 
health,  before  we  can  be  juftihed  in  faying  that  no  miicmef 
is  to  be  apprehended  from  what  mull  happen  to  the  Sacro¬ 
iliac  joint. 


On  this  part,  Mr.  Le  Roy,  with  the  partiality  natural  to 
{he  author  of  a  new  opinion,  feems  to  be  too  little  apprehen¬ 
sive  and  too  decided.  His  opinion  is  firft,  that  the  ligaments 
will  ftretcli  in  the  living  body,  beyond  what  we  mould  ima¬ 
gine  from  making  experiments  on  the  dead  :  and  fecondiy, 
that  diflocations  of  that  joint,  with  fuel,  lacerations  of  the 
ligaments  as  may  happen,  if  properly  treated,  wilt  heal  up, 
without  ill  confequences. 


I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  any  force  applied  to  tear 
She  body,  will  produce  nearly  the  fame  mechanical  effefts  on 
the  living,  and  on  the  dead.  The  fame  force  that  pulls  off 
unarm,  for  example,  from  a  dead  body,  would  do  fo,  if 
that  body  were  alive.  There  is  no  proof  1  Believe,  that 
life  gives  additional  Strength,  either  to  foft  fibres  oi  to  in¬ 
flexible  bones  :  it  only  gives  them  a  wonderful  power  of  re- 

pairing  the  injury.  * 


/ 
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To  return  from  this  digreffion,  to  the 
two  great  queftions  before  us. 

We  fhall  readily  allow,  that  the  Csefa- 
rian  Section,  though  it  may  fave  the  child, 
will  aim  oil  always  be  fatal  to  the  mother, 

and 


As  to  any  property  which  living  ligaments  pofiefs  of  ftreich- 
ing,  under  violence,  and  permitting  difloc&tions  without  la¬ 
ceration,  I  have  long  taught  that,  tho’  a  very  general  opinion* 
it  feems  not  to  have  been  founded  on  cbfervation.  Liga¬ 
ments  will  not  allow  of  dihocations  in  dead  bodies  without 
laceration:  and  eiafticity,  to  any  degree,  either  in  ligaments 
or  tendons,  would  ill  agree  with  their  ufe,  in  living  bodies, 
which  is,  to  keep  the  parts  ftrongly  together.  And  accord¬ 
ingly  iince  this  opinion  has  reused  attention  and  examination, 
every  cafe  of  a  recent  diflocation  that  I  have  known  exami¬ 
ned,  has  been  found  complicated  with  a  laceration  cf  the 
ligaments. 

As  to  the  fecond  opinion,  tho’  diflocations  of  the  arm  gene¬ 
rally  do  well,  we  fee  fo  many  miferable  and  incurable  effe&s 
of  diflocations,  and  of  {trains  upon  joints,  ariiing  either  from 
the  peculiarity  of  the  local  injury,  or  from  the  fiate  of  the 
confiitution,  that  I  think  we  mull  not  yet  venture  to  fay  a 
diflocation  of  the  Sacrum  and  Ilium  will  produce  no  il!  effects. 
Our  Author,  whom  we  mull  refpedt  for  his  candour  as  well  as 
ingenuity,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  examine  his  dodtrine 
with  the  freedom  that  becomes  fcience,  produces  three  in- 
llances  of  fuch  a  diflocation.  The  two  firll  ended  fatally  ; 
and  they  were  certainly  known,  by  the  examination  of  the 
dead  bodies  ;  and  the  la  11,  as  it  is  related  by  Baflius,  is  by 
no  means  proved  to  be  a  diflocation  cf  the  Sacrum ,  nor  is 
there,  in  my  opinion,  the  leak  probability  that  it  was  ;  and 
therefore  we  mufl  not  venture  to  build  upon  it  in  this  inter- 

idling  quel^on. 
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and  therefore  that  it  can  never  be  of  much 
feivice  to  mankind.  Yet,  were  the  new 
operation  to  fave  both  in  fuch  cafes,  infi¬ 
nite  as  the  advantage  would  be  to  a  few  in¬ 
dividuals,  the  community  would  reap  but 
lictle  from  it,  becaufe  it  is  a  cafe  that  oc¬ 
curs  fo  very  feldom.  In  this  great  city  and 
its  neighbourhood,  it  has  happened  but 
twice,  I  believe#  in  thirty-nine  years  $  I 
might  fay,  io  a  much  longer  period.  Now, 
to  compare  the  value  of  the  two  different 
practices :  Supposing  the  life  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  to  be  always  loll  in  one  way,  and 
always  faved  in  the  other,  it  would  only 
amount  to  one  life  faved,  out  of  above 
twenty  millions  of  people  in  twelve  months. 
A 1  moil  every  circumilance  of  human  af¬ 
fairs,  if  attended  to,  would  be  found  to 
have  a  greater  effedfc  in  faving  or  taking  a- 
way  life.  If  this  be  a  juft  eftirnate,  it  is 
evident  that  Mr  Sigault  was  hurried  into 
a  little  extravagance  when  he  faid,  (p.  2d 
of  his  Memo  ire),  that  for  want  of  a  more 
gentle  and  fife  method  than  the  Ca^farian 
operation.  “  La  fociete,  la  patrie  perdoi- 
ent  tous  les  jours  une  infinite  des  cito- 
“  zens.” 


If 
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If  the  Casfarean  Operation  has  been  more 
often  performed  at  other  times,  or  in  other 
places,  much  may  be  reafonably  charged  to 
the  account  of  injudicious  practice;  whether 
it  aroie  front  an  ill-grounded  opinion,  which 
fome  practitioners  have  cherilhed,  that  it  is 
not  very  dangerous  j  or,  for  want  of  know¬ 
ing  how  much  may  be  done,  in  very  alarm¬ 
ing  cafes,  by  a  patient  ufe  of  other  means. 

But,  in  the  true  cafe  for  the  Casfarian 
Operation,  viz.  when,  without  that  dread¬ 
ful  refource,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
both  the  mother  and  child  will  be  loft,  it 
feems  impracticable  to  fave  the  child,  by 
Hitting  the  Symphyfu  of  the  Off  a  Pubis :  and 
therefore  this  operation  can  never  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  with  that  view,  as  a  fubftitute  for  the 
Ctefarean  Section. 

To  put  this  fact,  which  is  of  fb  much 
importance,  beyond  all  doubt,  we  fhall  ex¬ 
amine  the  Pelvis,  in  both  the  women  upon 
whom  the  operation  was  performed  in 
London,  and  of  the  woman  at  Leicefter,  all 
of  which  have  been  carefully  preferved.  A 
figure  of  the  pelvis  of  Dr.  Cooper’s  firft 
patient,  for  the  accuracy  of  which  I  can 

vouch. 


Reflections,  &c. 


go 

Vouch,  has  been  publifhed  in  the  4th  Voh 
of  Medical  Qhjsrvatiov.s  and  Enquiries.  I 
have  annexed  an  accurate,  tho’  flight  figure 
of  the  pelvis  of  Dr,  Vaughan’s  patient  at 
Leicefter;  and  (hall  give  an  accouut  of  Dr, 
Cooper’s  fecond  cafe.  The  firft  figure  of 
the  firft  plate,  is  a  view  of  the  pelvis  of 
Dr.  Vaughan’s  patient,  to  fhew  in  looking 
down  upon  it,  the  exact  dimenfion  of  its 
cavity,  ’1  his  paper  oeing  intended,  no,  foi 
ftudents  of  anatomy  but  for  practitioners  in 
,  midwifery,  it  would  be  unneceffary  to  point 
out  the  differient  parts  of  the  bones  by 
letters  of  reference.  The  material  circutn- 

ftance  to  be  obferved  is,  the  largeji  circle 

* 

that  can  be  defcribed  between  the  hacrum 
and  the  Offa  Pubis  ;  it  is  pointed  out  by  a 
circle  of  dots,,  and  amounts  to  one  inch  and 
five  fixteenths  in  diameter.  In  the  fame 
plate,  the  fecond  figure  expreffes  the  iargeft 
circle  of  the  fame  kind,  in  Dr.  Cooper’s 
firft  patient  ;  and  in  the  third  figure  is  feen 
that  of  his  fecond  patient.  The  firft  plate 
Ihews,  then,  at  one  glance  of  the  eye,  tne 
unhappy  condition  of  thofe  three  patients, 
previous  to  the  Operation. 


The 
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The  firft  figure  of  the  fecond  plate  thews 
clearly,  all  the  fpace  that  could  have  been, 
obtained  in  Dr.  Vaughan’s  patient,  by  flit¬ 
ting  the  Symphyfis,  and  tearing  the  inno- 
minata  afunder  from  the  Sacrum ,  till  the 
Ojja  Pubis  feparated  to  the  diftance  of  two 
inches  and  an  half.  The  largejl  circle  that 
could  then  be  defcribed,  in  the  interval  of 
the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  amounts  only  to 
two  inches  and  a  quarter  in  diameter ; 
which  the  authors  of  the  new  operation  fay 
will  not  allow  a  living  child  to  pafs.  Mr* 
Sigault’s  Operation  was  founded  upon  the 
fuppolition  that  the  pelvis  was  only  two 
inches  and  an  half  wide.  The  fecond  figure 
in  this  plate,  exhibits  the  fame  circnm- 
ftance  with  regard  to  the  Pelvis  of  Dr. 
Cooper’s  firft  patient  ;  where  the  inlarged 
circle  amounts  only  to  two  inches  and 
three-fixteenths  in  diameter.  The  third 
figure  of  the  fecond  plate  reprefents  the 
enlarged  circle  in  the  Pelvis  of  Dr  Cooper’s 
fecond  patient.  To  put  the  whole  into  a 
few  words  :  The  firft  plate  Ihews  the  largeft 
circle  that  could  pafs  through  the  Pelvis  of 
thofe  three  women  in  the  united  ftate  of 
bones ;  and  the  fecond  plate  reprefents  the 

fame  fort  of  circles  when  the  OjJ'a  Pubis 

M 


were 
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were  lep£U'<ited  to  the  diftance  of  two  in¬ 
ches  and  an  half. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  thefe  then  (and  in  fuch 
only  would  the  pra&itloners  of  this  coun¬ 
try  think  of  the  Casfarian  Section),  it  is 
plain,  that  the  new  operation  could  not 
have  faved  both  the  mother  and  child,  and 
cannot,  with  that  view,  be  admitted  as  a 
fubftitute  for  the  Ciefarian  operation  *. 

V/e 

«  K/[r.  tie  Roy  is  of  opinion  that  in  any  Pelvis,  by  tne 
feparatio'n  of  the  Of  a  Pubis ,  we  may  make  room  for  the 
large  it  head  :  he  fays,  page  28,  “  Si  vous  euffiez  demontrc 
«<  que  fur  le  baffin  le  plus  mal  conforme  vous  pouviez  fair 
Cl  franchir  ia  tete  la  plus  volumineufe,”  and  he  repeats  nearly 
the  fame  thing  a  little  after,  viz.  page  29,  “  au  moyen  de 
c.c  qUoi  (deux  pouces  et  demi  d’ecartement)  meme  fur  un¬ 
it  baffin  mal  conforme,  on  fera  franchir  une  tete  volunu 

(t  neufe..” 

The  fame  author  recommends  cutting  the  Sympbyfis  m  a 
Pelvis  of  three  inches  and  a  quarter  aperture,  becaufe  other- 
wife  the  child  cannot  pafs  alive  ;  page  75  he  fays,  “  depuis 
<<  trois  pouces  un  quart,  jufqu’a  deux  pouces,  la  fedion  ek 

“  parfaitementindiquee.’, 

He  mull  therefore  allow,  that  his  Operation  would  have 

failed  in  any  of  the  three  cafes  which  we  have  illullrated  b> 

figures.  Indeed  he  exprefsly  fays  fo  in  another  place,  viz. 

page  73,  “  Si  la  baffin  n’a  que  vingt  lignes  d’ouverture  de 

'<  devan t  en  arriere  au  detroit  fuperieur,  ^operation  ne  ieratt 

..  profitable  qu’autant  qu’on  aurait  plus  de  trois  pouces 

«  dVartement.  11  n’y  aurait  peut-etre  ence  cas  d’autre  ref. 

“  fource. 
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We  come  next  to  confider  the  fecond  que- 
Jlion ;  which  is,  how  far  this  new  opera¬ 
tion  may  be  advifable,  merely  for  faving 
the  child,  when  the  mother  is  in  no  great 
danger  ;  viz.  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  Pel¬ 
vis  is  fo  narrow,  that  a  full-grown  or  very 
large  child  cannot  be  born  alive,  and  in 
which,  therefore,  the  eftablifhed  practice 
of  this  country  is,  to  open  the  head,  and 
to  deliver  very  cautioufly  with  the  crot¬ 
chet  . 

Such  cafeSj  1  know  by  long  experience, 
do  happen  much  more  rarely  than  a  great 

M  2  number 

6i  fource,  pour  obtenir  1’enfant  vivant,  que  de  pratiquer 
Foperation  Cefarienne.” 

There  is  a  ftriking  contradidion  in  the  two  premifed  pro¬ 
portions,  viz.  firft,  that  the  new  operation  would  make  fuf- 
hcient  room  for  a  large  head  in  the  molt  deformed  Pelvis; 
and  fecondly,  that  probably  nothing  but  the  Cefarean  Sec-, 
tion  would  fave  a  child,  if  the  aperture  of  the  Pelvis  were 
only  one  inch  and  two  thirds. 

This  apparent  contradidion  he  clears  up  by  fubjoining* 
that  fuch  a  dimenfion  of  the  Pelvis  (lefs  than  20  lines)  is 
Imaginary  ;  “  Heureufement  cette  dimenfion  eft  imagi- 
naire,  et  je  ne  connais  point  d’obfervations  qui  en  ait 
jamais  prefente  la  realite.”  Here  the  author  has  ventured 
an  alfertion  and  opinion  which  fads  do  in  oft  certainly  con- 
tradid.  We  have  feen  above  three  inftances  of  a  Pelvis 
much  narrower  than  20  lines.  Among  other  curioftties  in 


94 


Reflections,  &c . 


number  of  practitioners  may  believe  ;  and 
therefore  I  am  convinced,  that  great  mil- 
chief  muft  be  the  confequence,  if  the  ge« 
nerality  of  practitioners  ihould  think  it 
warrantable  to  cut  the  Sympbyjis ,  whe never 
a  woman  has  been  long  under  the  mofl  dif- 
treffing  anguifh  of  child-birth,  without 
any  confiderabie  effedt.  Were  this  to  be 
the  cafe,  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear,  that 
the  operation  would  be  much  oftener  per¬ 
formed  when  altogether  unneceffary,  than 
when  really  wanted;  a  confideration  which, 
if  attended  to,  would  make  the  firmed 
nerves  fhudder. 

But 

the  anatomical  part  of  my  colleclionn,  are  the  following 
Specimens  of  ill-formed  Pelves  from  female  fubjedts. 

j.  A  Pelves  of  one  inch  and  three  fourths  aperturure,  or 
twenty-one  lines. 

2.  Ditto  of  one  inch  and  three  eighths,  or  fixteen  lines 

and  an  half. 

3.  Ditto  of  one  inch,  two  eighths  and  an  half,  or  nearly 

fixteen  lines 

4.  Ditto  of  eleven  lines. 

3.  Ditto  of  five  eighths  of  an  inch,  viz.  juft  a  little  more 
than  half  an  inch. 

Four  different  fpecimens  of  a  pelvis  with  a  fmaller  aperture 
than  20  lines  demonllrated  twice  yearly  in  a  public  courfe  of 
le&ures  in  London,  put  it  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  cafe  is 
not  imaginary,  and  that  it  is  hazardous  to  found  rules  of 
jfcraftjce  on  that  fuppofition. 
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Bat  ftill  then,  it  will  be  faid,  may  it  not 
be  ufeful  in  fome  few  cafes  of  that  kind  ? 
Jtn  moft,  or  all  the  cafes  where  we  can  de¬ 
liver  the  unhappy  woman  by  this  opera¬ 
tion  only,  or  by  the  crotchet,  till  more  ex¬ 
perience  fhall  have  given  more  knowledge, 
I  fhall  give  the  preference  to  the  crotchet, 
for  the  following  reafons :  ill,  Becaufe  it 
is  fo  much  more  fafe  for  the  mother. 
When  the  crotchet  is  ufed  with  great  cau¬ 
tion,  and  the  operation  is  executed  flowly, 
giving  intervals  of  eafe,  in  imitation  of  the 
natural  procefs,  women  recover  almoft  as 
certainly,  and  as  completely,  as  after  a  na¬ 
tural  labour.  2dly,  Becaufe  if  all  the  con¬ 
finement,  all  the  ficknefs,  pains,  anxieties 
and  terrors,  which  women  fo  formed  muffc 
iuffer  from  pregnancy  and  labour,  be  fair¬ 
ly  conlidered,  their  necelfary  and  natural 
in  fieri  ngs  for  men  mull  be  allowed  by  men 
to  be  fufiicient.  It  would  be  ungenerous 
to  lay  it  down  as  their  duty  to  go  much 
farther,  to  have  the  ftrongeft  joints  of  their 
body  cut  and  torn  afunder,  to  fecure  a 
chance  only  of  a  living  child. 

After  having  conlidered  the  two  preced¬ 
es  important  quefhons  with  no  view  but 

to 
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to  fupport  the  interefts  of  humanity,  I 
muft  add  after  all,  that  the  Section  of  the 
Sympbyfts  may  poffibly  be  found  to  be  a 
much  better  refource  than  the  Crefanan 
Seflion,  in  a  very  few  rare  cates  ;  not  to 
fave  the  child,  as  was  faid  above,  but  to 
fave  the  mother,  which  1  think  a  much 
greater  object.  Thete  cafes,  I  fay,  will 
be  very  rare.  I  fay  fo,  becaufe  till  I  faw 
Dr  Cooper’s  firft  cafe,  I  had  never  met  with 
an  inftanceof  a  woman  who  could  not  have 
been  fafely  delivered  by  the  crotchet ;  and 
I  have  feen  it  perfectly  fuccelsful  in  more 
than  one  inftance,  where  very  intelligent 
praditioners,  thinking  it  impradicable,  had 
declared  for  the  Cadarian  operation.  Suc- 
cefs,  in  thefe  cafes,  depends  on  working 
{lowly,  taking  away  one  little  bit  after  an¬ 
other,  letting  the  woman  reft  from  time 
to  time,  and  taking  great  care  that  (he  be, 
not  wounded  by  the  inftrument,  or  by  the 
(harp  bones  of  the  child. 

But,  fuppofing  a  cafe,  where  no  fuccefs 
can  be  expeded  from  the  crotchet,  either 
on  account  of  the  extraordinary  narrownefs 
of  the  pelvis,  or  partly  from  that  circum- 
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ftance,  and  partly  from  a  great  projection 
of  the  lumbar  vertebra  over  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  hardly  allowing  any  part  of  the  child 
to  come  within  the  fafe  reach  of  the  crot¬ 
chet  ;  in  fuch  a  cafe,  inftead  of  the  Caftarian 
Seftion  which  is  fo  dreadful,  hecaufe  fo 
generally  fatal  tc  the  mother,  this  new 
operation,  may  be  found  to  give  the  mother 
a  good  chance  for  life  and  tolerable  health, 

if  it  will  make  room  fufficieot  for  brinein? 
the  child  within  the  fphere  of  the  crotchet. 
This,  tho’  it  could  only  be  advifablein  ex¬ 
ceedingly  few  cafes,  might  be  a  confidera- 
ble  improvement ;  becaufe  it  would  have 
the  advantage  over  the  Caefarian  operation, 
of  faving  the  mother  inftead  of  the  child. 

Yet,  even  upon  that  fuppodtion,  were 
it  to  be  admitted  into  pradlice,  without 
confultation  and  formality,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fear,  that  (like  the  crotchet  itfelf 
perhaps)  it  would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
It  might  render  a  (hocking  operation  very 
frequent,  to  the  great  terror  of  mankind, 
tho*  the  cafes  that  could  really  call  for  it, 
would  be  extreamly  few.  In  midwifery, 
all  inftruments,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  cut 
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or  tear  either  the  mother  or  child,  fliould  be 
lufpedted  by  the  public  ;  to  keep  ignorant, 
and  inexperienced,  and  adventurous  practi¬ 
tioners  upon  their  guard  ;  and  to  inforce 
great  caution,  and  confultation,  in  fuch 
delicate  and  dangerous  fituations  of  human 
nature. 


the  end. 
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